North Dakota
N.D. Cent. Code, § 12.1-27.1-01. Obscenity -- Definitions -- Dissemination -Classification of offenses.
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1. A person is guilty of a class C felony if, knowing of its character, the person
disseminates obscene material or if the person produces, transports, or sends
obscene material with intent that it be disseminated.
2. A person is guilty of a class C felony if the person presents or directs an obscene
performance for pecuniary gain or participates in any portion of a performance which
contributes to the obscenity of the performance as a whole.
3. A person is guilty of a class C felony if the person, as owner or manager of an
establishment licensed under section 5-02-01, permits an obscene performance in
the establishment. A person is guilty of a class C felony if that person participates,
whether or not for compensation, in an obscene performance in an establishment
licensed under section 5-02-01.
4. a. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection 1, 2, or 3, any person who
violates subsection 1, 2, or 3 in the course of a commercial or for-profit activity
or transaction in which the offender had or shared ownership, control, managerial
responsibility, or a financial interest other than wages is subject to the following
penalty:
(1) For an individual, a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars; or
(2) For a corporation, limited liability company, association, partnership, or
other legal entity, a fine not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars.
b. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection 1, 2, or 3, the court
shall impose the following penalty upon the conviction of a person or
entity described in subdivision a for a second or subsequent offense
under subsection 1, 2, or 3:
● (1) For an individual, a fine not to exceed fifty thousand dollars;
or
● (2) For a corporation, limited liability company, association,
partnership, or other legal entity, a fine not to exceed one
hundred thousand dollars.
5. As used in this chapter, the terms "obscene material" and "obscene performance"
mean material or a performance which:
a. Taken as a whole, the average person, applying contemporary North
Dakota standards, would find predominantly appeals to a prurient interest;
b. Depicts or describes in a patently offensive manner sexual conduct,
whether normal or perverted; and
c. Taken as a whole, the reasonable person would find lacking in serious
literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.
Whether material or a performance is obscene must be judged with
reference to ordinary adults, unless it appears from the character of the
material or the circumstances of its dissemination that the material or
performance is designed for minors or other specially susceptible audience, in
which case the material or performance must be judged with reference to that
type of audience.
6. As used in this chapter, "disseminate" means to sell, lease, rent, advertise,
broadcast, transmit, exhibit, or distribute for pecuniary gain. "Disseminate" includes
any transmission of visual material shown on a cable television system, whether
or not accompanied by a soundtrack, and any sound recording played on a cable
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television system.
7. As used in this chapter, the term "material" means any physical object, including,
but not limited to, any type of book, sound recording, film, or picture used as a
means of presenting or communicating information, knowledge, sensation, image, or
emotion to or through a human being's receptive senses.
8. As used in this chapter, the term "patently offensive" means so offensive on its
face as to affront the contemporary North Dakota standards of decency.
9. As used in this chapter, the term "performance" means any play, dance, or other
exhibition presented before an audience.
10. As used in this chapter, the term "prurient interest" means a voyeuristic,
lascivious, degrading, shameful, or morbid interest in nudity, sex, or excretion that
goes substantially beyond customary limits of candor in description or representation
of those matters.
11. As used in this chapter, the term "sexual conduct" means actual or simulated:
a. Sexual intercourse;
b. Sodomy;
c. Sexual bestiality;
d. Masturbation;
e. Sadomasochistic abuse;
f. Excretion; or
g. Lewd exhibition of the male or female genitals.
As used in this subsection, the term "sodomy" means contact between the
penis and the anus, the mouth and the penis, the mouth and the vulva, or the
mouth and the anus. As used in this subsection, the term "sadomasochistic
abuse" means a depiction or description of flagellation or torture by or upon
a person who is nude or clad in undergarments or in a bizarre or revealing
costume; or the condition of being fettered, bound, or otherwise physically
restrained on the part of one so clothed.
12. As used in this chapter, the term "book" means any book, magazine, pamphlet,
newspaper, or other article made out of paper and containing printed, typewritten, or
handwritten words.
13. As used in this chapter, "sexually expressive image" means a photograph or
visual representation that exhibits a nude or partially denuded human figure, as
defined in section 12.1-27.1-03.1, or sexual conduct.

12.1-27.1-02. Promoting obscenity to minors -- Definitions.
●

As used in this section and in section 12.1-27.1-03:
1. "Promote" means to produce, direct, manufacture, issue, sell, lend, mail,
publish, distribute, exhibit, or advertise.
2. "Harmful to minors" means that quality of any description or
representation, in whatever form of sexual conduct or sexual excitement, when
such description or representation:
a. Considered as a whole, appeals to the prurient sexual interest of
minors;
b. Is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community
in North Dakota as a whole with respect to what is suitable material for
minors; and
c. Considered as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or
scientific value for minors.
3. "Sexual excitement" means the condition of human male or female genitals
when in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal.

12.1-27.1-03. Promoting obscenity to minors -- Minor performing in obscene
performance -- Classification of offenses.
●
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1. It is a class C felony for a person, knowing of its character, to recklessly promote
to a minor any material or performance which is harmful to minors, or to admit a
minor to premises where a performance harmful to minors is exhibited or takes place.
2. It is a class C felony to permit a minor to participate in a performance which is
harmful to minors.

12.1-27.1-03.1. Objectionable materials or performance -- Display to minors -Definitions -- Penalty.
●

●

1. A person is guilty of a class B misdemeanor if he willfully displays at newsstands
or any other business establishment frequented by minors, or where minors are or
may be invited as a part of the general public, any photograph, book, paperback
book, pamphlet, or magazine, the exposed cover or available content of which
exploits, is devoted to, or is principally made up of depictions of nude or partially
denuded human figures posed or presented in a manner to exploit sex, lust, or
perversion for commercial gain.
2. As used in this section:
a. "Nude or partially denuded human figures" means less than completely and
opaquely covered human genitals, pubic regions, female breasts or a female
breast, if the breast or breasts are exposed below a point immediately above
the top of the areola, or human buttocks; and includes human male genitals in
a discernibly turgid state even if completely and opaquely covered.
b. "Where minors are or may be invited as a part of the general public"
includes any public roadway or public walkway.
c. The above shall not be construed to include a bona fide school, college,
university, museum, public library, or art gallery.

12.1-27.1-03.2. Exhibition of X-rated motion picture in unscreened outdoor
theater -- Penalty.
Any person who, knowing of its character, exhibits any motion picture rated X by the motion
picture association of America in any outdoor theater where the screen is visible beyond the
limits of the theater audience area, so that the motion picture may be seen and its content
or character distinguished by normal unaided vision by a minor viewing it from beyond the
limits of the theater audience area, is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

12.1-27.1-03.3. Creation, possession, or dissemination of sexually expressive
images prohibited -- Exception.
●

1. A person is guilty of a class A misdemeanor if, knowing of its character and
content, that person:
a. Without written consent from each individual who has a reasonable
expectation of privacy in the image, surreptitiously creates or willfully
possesses a sexually expressive image that was surreptitiously created; or
b. Distributes or publishes, electronically or otherwise, a sexually expressive
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image with the intent to cause emotional harm or humiliation to any individual
depicted in the sexually expressive image who has a reasonable expectation
of privacy in the image, or after being given notice by an individual or parent
or guardian of the individual who is depicted in a sexually expressive image
that the individual, parent, or guardian does not consent to the distribution or
publication of the sexually expressive image.
2. A person is guilty of a class B misdemeanor if, knowing of its character and
content, that person acquires and knowingly distributes any sexually expressive
image that was created without the consent of the subject of the image.
3. This section does not authorize any act prohibited by any other law. If the
sexually expressive image is of a minor and possession does not violate section 12.127.2-04.1, a parent or guardian of the minor may give permission for a person to
possess or distribute the sexually expressive image.
4. This section does not apply to any book, photograph, video recording, motion
picture film, or other visual representation sold in the normal course of business
through wholesale or retail outlets that possess a valid sales tax permit or used by
an attorney, attorney's agent, or any other person obtaining evidence for a criminal
investigation or pending civil action, or by a medical professional or a peace officer
acting within that individual's scope of employment.

12.1-27.2-01. Definitions.
●

As used in this chapter:
1. "Obscene sexual performance" means any performance which includes
sexual conduct by a minor in any obscene material or obscene performance, as
defined in section 12.1-27.1-01.
2. "Performance" means any play, motion picture, photograph, dance, or
other visual representation, or any part of a performance.
3. "Promote" means to procure, manufacture, issue, sell, give, provide, lend,
mail, deliver, transfer, transmit, publish, distribute, circulate, disseminate,
present, exhibit, or advertise.
4. "Sexual conduct" means actual or simulated sexual intercourse, sodomy,
sexual bestiality, masturbation, sadomasochistic abuse, or lewd exhibition of
the buttocks, breasts, or genitals, including the further definitions of sodomy
and sadomasochistic abuse under section 12.1-27.1-01.
5. "Sexual performance" means any performance which includes sexual
conduct by a minor.
6. "Simulated" means the explicit depiction of any of the conduct set forth in
subsection 4 which creates the appearance of actual sexual conduct and which
exhibits any nude or partially denuded human figure, as defined in section
12.1-27.1-03.1.

12.1-27.2-02. Use of a minor in a sexual performance.
A person is guilty of a class B felony if, knowing the character and content of a
performance, that person employs, authorizes, or induces a minor to engage in sexual
conduct during a performance or, if being a parent, legal guardian, or custodian of a
minor, that person consents to the participation by the minor in sexual conduct during a
performance.

12.1-27.2-03. Promoting or directing an obscene sexual performance by a minor.
A person is guilty of a class B felony if, knowing the character and content of a
performance, that person produces, directs, or promotes any obscene performance which
includes sexual conduct by a person who was a minor at the time of the performance.

12.1-27.2-04. Promoting a sexual performance by a minor.
A person is guilty of a class C felony if, knowing the character and content of a
performance, that person produces, directs, or promotes any performance which includes
sexual conduct by a person who was a minor at the time of the performance.

12.1-27.2-04.1. Possession of certain materials prohibited.
A person is guilty of a class C felony if, knowing of its character and content, that person
knowingly possesses any motion picture, photograph, or other visual representation that
includes sexual conduct by a minor.

12.1-27.2-04.2. Sexual performance by a minor -- Enhanced penalties.
●

●

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 12.1-32-01 and 12.1-32-01.1 relating
to fines, a person who commits an offense under this chapter and who acts in the
course of a commercial or for-profit activity or transaction in which the offender had
or shared ownership, control, managerial responsibility, or a financial interest other
than wages is subject to the following penalty:
a. For an individual, a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars; or
b. For a corporation, limited liability company, association, partnership, or
other legal entity, a fine not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars.
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 12.1-32-01 and 12.1-32-01.1 relating
to fines, the court shall impose the following fine upon the conviction of a person
or entity described in subsection 1 for a second or subsequent offense under this
chapter:
a. For an individual, a fine not to exceed fifty thousand dollars; or
b. For a corporation, limited liability company, association, partnership, or
other legal entity, a fine not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars.

12.1-27.2-05. Sexual performance by a minor -- Affirmative defenses.
●

It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under this chapter that:
1. The defendant in good faith reasonably believed the person appearing in
the performance was eighteen years of age or older;
2. The material or performance involved was disseminated or presented for
a bona fide medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial,
or other appropriate purpose by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist,
scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona fide studies or research, librarian,
member of the clergy, prosecutor, judge, or other person having a similar
interest in the material or performance; or
3. The defendant had no financial interest in promoting a sexual performance
by a minor, other than employment in a theater, which employment does
not include compensation based upon any proportion of the receipts arising

from promotion of the sexual performance, and that person was in no way
responsible for acquiring the material for sale, rental, or exhibition.
12.1-27.2-06. Proof of age of minor.
When it becomes necessary under this chapter to determine whether a minor participated
in a sexual performance, the trier of fact may base its determination on personal inspection
of the minor, inspection of a photograph or motion picture of the sexual performance,
testimony by a witness to the sexual performance as to the age of the minor based upon
the minor's appearance, expert testimony based upon the appearance of the minor in the
sexual performance, or any other method authorized by law or by rule.

12.1-20-05.1. Luring minors by computer or other electronic means.
●

●
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1. An adult is guilty of luring minors by computer or other electronic means when:
a. The adult knows the character and content of a communication that, in
whole or in part, implicitly or explicitly discusses or depicts actual or simulated
nudity, sexual acts, sexual contact, sadomasochistic abuse, or other sexual
performances and uses any computer communication system or other
electronic means that allows the input, output, examination, or transfer of data
or programs from one computer or electronic device to another to initiate or
engage in such communication with a person the adult believes to be a minor;
and
b. By means of that communication the adult importunes, invites, or induces
a person the adult believes to be a minor to engage in sexual acts or to have
sexual contact with the adult, or to engage in a sexual performance, obscene
sexual performance, or sexual conduct for the adult's benefit, satisfaction, lust,
passions, or sexual desires.
2. A violation of this section is a class A misdemeanor if the adult is less than
twenty-two years of age and reasonably believes the minor is age fifteen to
seventeen. If the adult is less than twenty-two years of age and reasonably believes
the minor is under age fifteen, or the adult is twenty-two years of age or older and
the adult reasonably believes the minor is age fifteen to seventeen, violation of
this section is a class C felony. If the adult is twenty-two years of age or older and
the adult reasonably believes the minor is under the age of fifteen, violation of this
section is a class B felony. The court shall sentence an adult convicted of a class B or
class C felony under this section to serve a term of imprisonment of at least one year,
except the court may sentence an individual to less than one year if the individual did
not take a substantial step toward meeting with the minor.
3. The attorney general may issue an administrative subpoena compelling an
internet service provider or cellular phone company to provide subscriber information
to a law enforcement agency investigating a possible violation of this section.

40-05-17. City restriction of adult establishments -- Definitions.
●

1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
a. "Adult bookstore" means a bookstore having as a preponderance of its
publications, books, magazines, and other periodicals which are distinguished
or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating
to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas as defined in this
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subsection.
b. "Adult establishment" means either an adult bookstore, an adult motion
picture theater, an adult mini-motion picture theater, or a massage business,
all as defined in this subsection.
c. "Adult mini-motion picture theater" means an enclosed building with a
capacity for less than fifty persons used for presenting motion pictures, a
preponderance of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis
on matter depicting, describing, or relating to specified sexual activities or
specified anatomical areas as defined in this subsection, for observation by
patrons of the theater.
d. "Adult motion picture theater" means an enclosed building with a capacity
of fifty or more persons used for presenting motion pictures, a preponderance
of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter
depicting, describing, or relating to specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas as defined in this subsection, for observation by patrons of
the theater.
e. "Massage" means the manipulation of body muscle or tissue by rubbing,
stroking, kneading, or tapping, by hand or mechanical device.
f. "Massage business" means any establishment or business wherein massage
is practiced, including establishments commonly known as health clubs,
physical culture studios, massage studios, or massage parlors.
g. "Sexually oriented devices" means without limitation any artificial or
simulated specified anatomical area or any other device or paraphernalia that
is designed in whole or in part for specified sexual activities.
h. "Specified anatomical areas" means:
(1) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals and
pubic regions, buttocks, or female breasts below a point immediately
above the top of the areola.
(2) Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if
completely and opaquely covered.
i. "Specified sexual activities" means:
(1) Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal;
(2) Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy; or
(3) Fondling or other erotic touchings of human genitals and pubic
regions, buttocks, or female breasts.
2. A determination of preponderance need not be based on whether or not a
numerical majority or plurality of the materials are distinguished or characterized
by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas. When making a determination as to whether
an establishment displays, sells, distributes, or exhibits a preponderance of materials
which are so distinguished or characterized, the governing body or factfinder shall
consider the totality of the circumstances and may consider, among other factors
deemed relevant, any of the following:
a. Dominant theme of the establishment.
b. Total impression of the emphasis placed on such materials by the
establishment.
c. Externalities of the establishment including, the manner of packaging or
display and advertising which demonstrates the dominant theme or emphasis
being placed on such materials by the establishment.
d. Obtrusive characteristics of the materials which tend to distract from and
dominate the other classes of materials.
e. Manner of display of the materials.
f. Advertising emphasis.
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g. Whether the establishment prohibits minors from entering the premises or
any portion thereof.
3. The governing body of any city may, by ordinance, provide that:
a. No building, premises, structure, or other facility that contains any adult
establishment, as defined in subsection 1, shall contain any other kind of adult
establishment.
b. No building, premises, structure, or other facility in which sexually oriented
devices, as defined in subsection 1, are sold, distributed, exhibited, or
contained shall contain any adult establishment, as defined in subsection 1.

11-11-62. County restriction of adult establishments -- Definitions.
●

●

1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
a. "Adult bookstore" means a bookstore having as a preponderance of its
publications, books, magazines, and other periodicals which are distinguished
or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating
to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas as defined in this
subsection.
b. "Adult establishment" means either an adult bookstore, an adult motion
picture theater, an adult mini-motion picture theater, or a massage business,
all as defined in this subsection.
c. "Adult mini-motion picture theater" means an enclosed building with a
capacity for less than fifty persons used for presenting motion pictures, a
preponderance of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis
on matter depicting, describing, or relating to specified sexual activities or
specified anatomical areas as defined in this subsection, for observation by
patrons of the theater.
d. "Adult motion picture theater" means an enclosed building with a capacity
of fifty or more persons used for presenting motion pictures, a preponderance
of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter
depicting, describing, or relating to specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas as defined in this subsection, for observation by patrons of
the theater.
e. "Massage" means the manipulation of body muscle or tissue by rubbing,
stroking, kneading, or tapping, by hand or mechanical device.
f. "Massage business" means any establishment or business wherein massage
is practiced, including establishments commonly known as health clubs,
physical culture studios, massage studios, or massage parlors.
g. "Sexually oriented devices" means without limitation any artificial or
simulated specified anatomical area or any other device or paraphernalia that
is designed in whole or in part for specified sexual activities.
h. "Specified anatomical areas" means:
(1) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals and
pubic regions, buttocks, or female breasts below a point immediately
above the top of the areola.
(2) Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if
completely and opaquely covered.
i. "Specified sexual activities" means:
(1) Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal;
(2) Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy; or
(3) Fondling or other erotic touchings of human genitals and pubic
regions, buttocks, or female breasts.
2. The board of county commissioners of any county may, upon proper resolution,

provide that:
a. No building, premises, structure, or other facility that contains any adult
establishment, as defined in subsection 1, shall contain any other kind of adult
establishment.
b. No building, premises, structure, or other facility in which sexually oriented
devices, as defined in subsection 1, are sold, distributed, exhibited, or
contained shall contain any adult establishment, as defined in subsection 1.

TITLE 12.1 Criminal Code
CHAPTER 12.1-06.1 Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations
N.D. Cent. Code, § 12.1-06.1-01
12.1-06.1-01. Definitions.
1. For the purpose of section 12.1-06.1-02:
a. "Combination" means persons who collaborate in carrying on or furthering the activities
or purposes of a criminal association even though those persons may not know each other's
identity or membership in the combination may change from time to time or one or more
members may stand in a wholesaler-retailer or other arm's-length relationship with others as to
activities or dealings between or among themselves in an illicit operation.
b. "Criminal association" means any combination of persons or enterprises engaging, or
having the purpose of engaging, on a continuing basis in conduct which violates any one or
more provisions of any felony statute of this state or which is the willful and illegal transportation
or disposal of radioactive waste material or hazardous waste.
2. For the purposes of sections 12.1-06.1-02 through 12.1-06.1-07, unless the context otherwise
requires:
a. "Control" means the possession of a sufficient interest to permit substantial direction over
the affairs of an enterprise.
b. "Enterprise" means any corporation, limited liability company, association, labor union, or
other legal entity or any group of persons associated in fact although not a legal entity.
c. "Financial institution" means any bank, trust company, savings and loan association, credit
union, or moneylender under the jurisdiction of the state department of financial institutions or its
commissioner, or the state banking board, or the state credit union board.
d. "Illegal transportation or disposal of radioactive waste material or hazardous waste" means
the transportation or disposal into a nonhazardous waste landfill or the intentional and unlawful
dumping into or on any land or water of radioactive waste material in violation of section 2320.2-09 or rules adopted pursuant to that section which were in effect on January 1, 1997, or
hazardous waste in willful violation of chapter 23-20.3 or the rules adopted pursuant to that
chapter which were in effect on January 1, 1997, except for the handling of conditionally exempt
small quantities of hazardous waste as referenced in section 33-24-02-05 of the North Dakota
Administrative Code.
e. "Pattern of racketeering activity" requires at least two acts of racketeering activity, one of

which occurred after July 8, 1987, and the last of which occurred within ten years, excluding any
period of imprisonment, after the commission of a prior act of racketeering activity.
f. "Racketeering" means any act including any criminal attempt, facilitation, solicitation, or
conspiracy, committed for financial gain, which is chargeable or indictable under the laws of the
state in which the act occurred and, if the act occurred in a state other than this state, would
be chargeable or indictable under the laws of this state had the act occurred in this state and
punishable by imprisonment for more than one year, regardless of whether such act is charged
or indicted, involving:
(1) Homicide.
(2) Robbery.
(3) Kidnapping.
(4) Forgery.
(5) Theft.
(6) Bribery.
(7) Gambling.
(8) Usury.
(9) Extortion.
(10) Unlawful delivery of controlled substances.
(11) Trafficking in explosives, weapons, or stolen property.
(12) Leading a criminal association.
(13) Obstructing or hindering criminal investigations or prosecutions.
(14) Asserting false claims including, but not limited to, false claims asserted through
fraud or arson.
(15) Fraud.
(16) Sale of unregistered securities or real property securities and transactions involving
such securities by unregistered dealers or salesmen.
(17) Obscenity.
(18) Child pornography.
(19) Prostitution.
(20) Human trafficking.

g. "Records" means any book, paper, writing, record, computer program, or other material.
3. For the purposes of section 12.1-06.1-08:
a. "Access" means to approach, instruct, communicate with, store data in, retrieve data from,
or otherwise make use of any resources of a computer, computer system, or computer network.
b. "Computer" means an electronic device which performs work using programmed instruction
and which has one or more of the capabilities of storage, logic, arithmetic, communication, or
memory and includes all input, output, processing, storage, software, or communication facilities
that are connected or related to such a device in a system or network.
c. "Computer network" means the interconnection of communication lines, including
microwave, fiber optics, light beams, or other means of electronic or optic data communication,
with a computer through remote terminals or a complex consisting of two or more
interconnected computers.
d. "Computer program" means a series of instructions or statements, in a form acceptable to a
computer, which permits the functioning of a computer system in a manner designed to provide
appropriate products from such computer system.
e. "Computer software" means a set of computer programs, procedures, and associated
documentation concerned with the operation of a computer system.
f. "Computer system" means a set of related, connected, or unconnected computer
equipment, devices, and software.
g. "Financial instrument" means any credit card, debit card, or electronic fund transfer
card, code, or other means of access to an account for the purpose of initiating electronic
fund transfers, or any check, draft, money order, certificate of deposit, letter of credit, bill of
exchange, marketable security, or any other written instrument which is transferable for value.
h. "Property" includes financial instruments, information, electronically produced or stored
data, supporting documentation, computer software, and computer programs in either machine
or human readable form, and any other tangible or intangible item of value.
i. "Services" includes computer time, data processing, storage functions, and other uses of a
computer, computer system, or computer network to perform useful work.

TITLE 5 Alcoholic Beverages
CHAPTER 5-02 Retail Licensing
N.D. Cent. Code, § 5-02-09
5-02-09. Local regulations.
The local governing body by ordinance or resolution may regulate or restrict the operation of
licensees, including among other things determining the number of licenses to be granted,
establishing health and safety standards for licensed premises, setting of hours, regulation

of open door policies by fraternal organizations or private clubs, and regulation of dancing or
various forms of entertainment on the premises.
Editor’s note: The case law on this statute supports restriction of obscenity.

