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OUTLINE OF CONCERNS
1. Pornography is creating a public health crisis, deeply effecting the sexual health 

and wellbeing of children and youth. 

1. Most schools in America give no guidance or education related to pornography, 
digital citizenship, or media literacy. Most teachers in America receive no official 
training on media literacy or on the risks of Internet pornography seeping into the 
Internet-connected tools they use in the classroom.

2. Many of America’s schools use ineffective filtering software and do not have a 
dedicated or trained individual who oversees these filters.

3. Some schools are issuing personal devices to students (as young as 
Kindergarten) without effective filters & restrictions in place. Parents are often not 
notified or not educated on the potential dangers. 

1. Most K-12 schools subscribe to online research databases which are filled with 
pornography and sexually explicit material, bypassing the school filters. Examples 
from EBSCO Information Services, available in thousands of schools in the U.S. 
included here.
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Many schools employ ineffective filters only 
on the devices and not on the WiFi. 

The filters are often not set up correctly and 
then not monitored regularly for potential 
loopholes and updating.

Frequently, there is no assigned school 
staff to monitor the filters and to alert 
administrators and parents when a student 
has accessed pornographic or other 
damaging content.

There is usually no accountability for the 
students and no one discusses the fact that 
a student has accessed this material.

Many schools make the argument that 
students have signed an “appropriate-use” 
policy for the Internet and argue that is 
enough 

INEFFECTIVE FILTERING
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Some schools are giving 
tablets and computers to 
students to take home.

The devices are often not 
filtered or monitored.

It is not common for parents to 
be notified about the devices 
and if notified, they are usually 
not educated on the potential 
dangers – pornography, 
violence, cyber-bullying, etc.

Many schools are arguing that 
filtering school-issued devices 
and educating parents is not 
their responsibility.

PERSONAL DEVICES
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Schools are increasingly supplementing their 
curriculum by assigning students to use online 
research databases.
ALL of the databases available to K-12 schools 
checked by NCOSE contained sexually explicit 
materials.

Providers include:
• EBSCO Information Services
• Cengage
• ProQuest
• OverDrive

These databases market their products to 
schools and libraries as curriculum- and age-
appropriate.
The databases are only filtered based on Lexile
measurements, a system that evaluates the 
reading level of material. Pornography consists 
mostly of low-lexile words.

ONLINE RESEARCH 
DATABASES

Website promoted by EBSCO through Middle School 
Product Middle Search Plus encourages youth to watch 
pornography for sex education, advice on oral sex, and 
celebration of  so-called “International Fisting Day” 5



Article “Tired of Dinner and a Movie” in middle school platform yields BDSM-
themed images and graphic language, as well as instruction on sexual positions 
and fantasies.
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Continued:
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Middle School: Screenshots from article “Watch and Learn” encouraging BDSM activity and 
containing live links to violent hardcore pornography websites
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Example of content from Men’s Health available to Grade 7 users when 
selecting the search category “sex education.” This article encourages readers 
to engage in risky sexual behaviors such as public, anal, and group sex, further 
normalizing these behaviors by adding that these acts are “trending up.” The 
article also gives advice for how to convince a girl to engage in these acts.
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Elementary & Middle School: Article describes the excruciating steps one can take 
to prepare for anal sex 



Innocent & unrelated search terms are yielding sexually explicit articles in the 
results. 

EXAMPLE: Grade 7 search for “biology” yielded article “Orgasms for All”
This article included links to hardcore pornography websites and suggestions 
for related search terms which were categorically filled with explicit materials 
and links to pornography websites. 

Often, when you click on the links to the pornography websites within the 
EBSCO product, it opens up within the EBSCO browser, bypassing the school 
Internet filters.
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EXAMPLE: Grade 7 search for “respiration” in EBSCO product Science 
Reference Center yielded article, “The Female Libido, Unzipped” with a section 
encouraging young readers to “get on the horny highway.” Recommended 
articles popping up with this articles include topics of student-teacher sexual 
fantasies, BDSM tutorials from a porn performer, and encourage viewing of 
pornography. Links to hardcore pornography websites are referenced in many 
of the articles.
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EXAMPLE: Grade 7 search for “boy stories” in EBSCO product Poetry and 
Short Story Reference Center. Most of the hundreds of entries included 
sexually explicit content. 
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EXAMPLE: Grade 7 search for “boy stories” in EBSCO product Poetry and 
Short Story Reference Center. Stories depicting gang rapes & hyper-sexualized 
murder scene. 
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Middle School: Article discusses how role play is just like “make-believe child games.” It also gives the 
direct link for kink.com, which is a BDSM hardcore porn website. The article also encourages role play 
as teacher-student scenario and sex in public with a stranger scenario



Middle School: Article discusses the phenomenon of “sugar dating,” in 
which an older participant provides financial support to a young participant 
in return for companionship and/or sex. Documentary “Daddies Date 
Babies” is recommended by the article.

When looking up “prostitution” search term in EBSCO product, Middle 
Search Plus, dozens of articles advocating and glamorizing prostitution-
type activity are recommended to middle school students.
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Points of View: This article describes how a young woman was able to get through school by joining the 
sex industry. The article claims one doesn’t always have to have sex with clients, gets to go on fancy trips 
and can earn quick money, and may even find real love. The article does not mention the extreme 
violence, PTSD, and lifelong trauma most individuals in prostitution endure. 



Middle School: “The Sex Queen of LA” found in EBSCO product Academic Search Premier 
glamorizing prostitution, bragging about how much money can be made and linking to websites 
that attempt to sign up young women for “safe prostitution” and for participation in pornography. 
The article also gives tips to “pimps” and “madams” for how to manage a group of girls in 
prostitution.
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Elementary and Middle School: Many articles promoting sex toys and linking to websites (some 
pornographic) where they can be purchased. Most of the “sex toy” articles are promoting sexual 
torture devices.



20

Middle School: Article describes that neighbors thought someone was getting hurt at a residence, but 
the couple glamorized it as their “hot times with our BDSM-play.”  



EBSCO regularly features sexually explicit content from publishers who 
claim that they target only adult readers, such Men’s Health, 
Cosmopolitan Magazine, Redbook. Why are these publishers included in 
products for K-12 schools?
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More examples of content from “adult content” publisher Men’s Health available 
through EBSCO product “Consumer Health Reports.”
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When clicking on article, “What’s on her mind during sex,” middle schoolers are 
given links to pornographic websites, sex toys websites, and advice on sex 
positions and behaviors.

23



EBSCO product Novelist provides access to tens of thousands of erotica 
novels, many are available for download and most of them provide extensive 
excerpts with graphic depictions of sexual violence and sexual activity.
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Example excerpt from one random book we clicked on includes a graphic scene 
where a woman is violently raped with a gun. 
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EBSCO search of their Explora Primary search of the term “anal”
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Cengage Product in middle schools, Gale Database, provides opposing 
viewpoints on 200 topics. The webpage on “prostitution” prominently links to 
this “escort” recruiting website which encourages girls to sign up on the site.
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LEARN MORE
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACTS OF PORNOGRAPHY: 
ENDSEXUALEXPLOITATION.ORG/PUBLICHEALTH

NCOSE’S SAFE SCHOOLS, SAFE LIBRARIES PROJECT: 
ENDSEXUALEXPLOITATION.ORG/SSSL

NCOSE’S CAMPAIGN AGAINST EBSCO INFORMATION SERVICES: 
ENDSEXUALEXPLOITATION.ORG/EBSCO

CONTACT

PATRICK TRUEMAN DAWN HAWKINS

202-393-7245 202-393-7245

PATRICK@NCOSE.COM DAWN@NCOSE.COM

28


