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ORC Ann. § 2907.01. Definitions
● As used in sections 2907.01 to 2907.38 of the Revised Code:

(A)  "Sexual conduct" means vaginal intercourse between a male and female; 
anal intercourse, fellatio, and cunnilingus between persons regardless of sex; 
and, without privilege to do so, the insertion, however slight, of any part of 
the body or any instrument, apparatus, or other object into the vaginal or 
anal opening of another. Penetration, however slight, is sufficient to complete 
vaginal or anal intercourse.
(B)  "Sexual contact" means any touching of an erogenous zone of another, 
including without limitation the thigh, genitals, buttock, pubic region, or, if the 
person is a female, a breast, for the purpose of sexually arousing or gratifying 
either person.
(C)  "Sexual activity" means sexual conduct or sexual contact, or both.
(D)  "Prostitute" means a male or female who promiscuously engages in sexual 
activity for hire, regardless of whether the hire is paid to the prostitute or to 
another.
(E)  "Harmful to juveniles" means that quality of any material or performance 
describing or representing nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sado-
masochistic abuse in any form to which all of the following apply:

(1)  The material or performance, when considered as a whole, appeals 
to the prurient interest of juveniles in sex.
(2)  The material or performance is patently offensive to prevailing 
standards in the adult community as a whole with respect to what is 
suitable for juveniles.
(3)  The material or performance, when considered as a whole, lacks 
serious literary, artistic, political, and scientific value for juveniles.

(F)  When considered as a whole, and judged with reference to ordinary adults 
or, if it is designed for sexual deviates or other specially susceptible group, 
judged with reference to that group, any material or performance is "obscene" 
if any of the following apply:

(1)  Its dominant appeal is to prurient interest;
(2)  Its dominant tendency is to arouse lust by displaying or depicting 
sexual activity, masturbation, sexual excitement, or nudity in a way that 
tends to represent human beings as mere objects of sexual appetite;
(3)  Its dominant tendency is to arouse lust by displaying or depicting 
bestiality or extreme or bizarre violence, cruelty, or brutality;
(4)  Its dominant tendency is to appeal to scatological interest by 
displaying or depicting human bodily functions of elimination in a way 
that inspires disgust or revulsion in persons with ordinary sensibilities, 
without serving any genuine scientific, educational, sociological, moral, 
or artistic purpose;
(5)  It contains a series of displays or descriptions of sexual activity, 
masturbation, sexual excitement, nudity, bestiality, extreme or bizarre 
violence, cruelty, or brutality, or human bodily functions of elimination, 
the cumulative effect of which is a dominant tendency to appeal to 
prurient or scatological interest, when the appeal to such an interest is 
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primarily for its own sake or for commercial exploitation, rather than 
primarily for a genuine scientific, educational, sociological, moral, or 
artistic purpose.

(G)  "Sexual excitement" means the condition of human male or female 
genitals when in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal.
(H)  "Nudity" means the showing, representation, or depiction of human 
male or female genitals, pubic area, or buttocks with less than a full, opaque 
covering, or of a female breast with less than a full, opaque covering of any 
portion thereof below the top of the nipple, or of covered male genitals in a 
discernibly turgid state.
(I)  "Juvenile" means an unmarried person under the age of eighteen.
(J)  "Material" means any book, magazine, newspaper, pamphlet, poster, print, 
picture, figure, image, description, motion picture film, phonographic record, or 
tape, or other tangible thing capable of arousing interest through sight, sound, 
or touch and includes an image or text appearing on a computer monitor, 
television screen, liquid crystal display, or similar display device or an image 
or text recorded on a computer hard disk, computer floppy disk, compact disk, 
magnetic tape, or similar data storage device.
(K)  "Performance" means any motion picture, preview, trailer, play, show, 
skit, dance, or other exhibition performed before an audience.
(L)  "Spouse" means a person married to an offender at the time of an alleged 
offense, except that such person shall not be considered the spouse when any 
of the following apply:

(1)  When the parties have entered into a written separation agreement 
authorized bysection 3103.06 of the Revised Code;
(2)  During the pendency of an action between the parties for 
annulment, divorce, dissolution of marriage, or legal separation;
(3)  In the case of an action for legal separation, after the effective date 
of the judgment for legal separation.

(M)  "Minor" means a person under the age of eighteen.
(N)  "Mental health client or patient" has the same meaning as in section 
2305.51 of the Revised Code.
(O)  "Mental health professional" has the same meaning as in section 2305.115 
[2305.11.5] of the Revised Code.
(P)  "Sado-masochistic abuse" means flagellation or torture by or upon a 
person or the condition of being fettered, bound, or otherwise physically 
restrained.

 
 TITLE 29.  CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2907.  SEX OFFENSES
OBSCENITY
  
ORC Ann. 2907.32
  
§ 2907.32. Pandering obscenity
  
(A) No person, with knowledge of the character of the material or performance involved, shall do 
any of the following:
  
   (1) Create, reproduce, or publish any obscene material, when the offender knows that the 
material is to be used for commercial exploitation or will be publicly disseminated or displayed, 
or when the offender is reckless in that regard;
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   (2) Promote or advertise for sale, delivery, or dissemination; sell, deliver, publicly disseminate, 
publicly display, exhibit, present, rent, or provide; or offer or agree to sell, deliver, publicly 
disseminate, publicly display, exhibit, present, rent, or provide, any obscene material;
  
   (3) Create, direct, or produce an obscene performance, when the offender knows that it is 
to be used for commercial exploitation or will be publicly presented, or when the offender is 
reckless in that regard;
  
   (4) Advertise or promote an obscene performance for presentation, or present or participate 
in presenting an obscene performance, when the performance is presented publicly, or when 
admission is charged;
  
   (5) Buy, procure, possess, or control any obscene material with purpose to violate division (A)
(2) or (4) of this section.
  
(B) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section, that the material or performance 
involved was disseminated or presented for a bona fide medical, scientific, educational, 
religious, governmental, judicial, or other proper purpose, by or to a physician, psychologist, 
sociologist, scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona fide studies or research, librarian, 
clergyman, prosecutor, judge, or other person having a proper interest in the material or 
performance.
  
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of pandering obscenity, a felony of the fifth degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of this section or of section 2907.31 of 
the Revised Code, then pandering obscenity is a felony of the fourth degree.
  
§ 2907.321. Pandering obscenity involving a minor
  
(A) No person, with knowledge of the character of the material or performance involved, shall do 
any of the following:
  
   (1) Create, reproduce, or publish any obscene material that has a minor as one of its 
participants or portrayed observers;
  
   (2) Promote or advertise for sale or dissemination; sell, deliver, disseminate, display, exhibit, 
present, rent, or provide; or offer or agree to sell, deliver, disseminate, display, exhibit, present, 
rent, or provide, any obscene material that has a minor as one of its participants or portrayed 
observers;
  
   (3) Create, direct, or produce an obscene performance that has a minor as one of its 
participants;
  
   (4) Advertise or promote for presentation, present, or participate in presenting an obscene 
performance that has a minor as one of its participants;
  
   (5) Buy, procure, possess, or control any obscene material, that has a minor as one of its 
participants;
  
   (6) Bring or cause to be brought into this state any obscene material that has a minor as one 
of its participants or portrayed observers.
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(B) (1) This section does not apply to any material or performance that is sold, disseminated, 
displayed, possessed, controlled, brought or caused to be brought into this state, or presented 
for a bona fide medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or other proper 
purpose, by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona 
fide studies or research, librarian, clergyman, prosecutor, judge, or other person having a proper 
interest in the material or performance.
  
   (2) Mistake of age is not a defense to a charge under this section.
  
   (3) In a prosecution under this section, the trier of fact may infer that a person in the material 
or performance involved is a minor if the material or performance, through its title, text, visual 
representation, or otherwise, represents or depicts the person as a minor.
  
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of pandering obscenity involving a minor. Violation of 
division (A)(1), (2), (3), (4), or (6) of this section is a felony of the second degree. Violation of 
division (A)(5) of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. If the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of this section or section 2907.322 [2907.32.2] or 
2907.323 [2907.32.3] of the Revised Code, pandering obscenity involving a minor in violation of 
division (A)(5) of this section is a felony of the third degree.
  
  
§ 2907.322. Pandering sexually oriented matter involving a minor
  
(A) No person, with knowledge of the character of the material or performance involved, shall do 
any of the following:
  
   (1) Create, record, photograph, film, develop, reproduce, or publish any material that shows a 
minor participating or engaging in sexual activity, masturbation, or bestiality;
  
   (2) Advertise for sale or dissemination, sell, distribute, transport, disseminate, exhibit, 
or display any material that shows a minor participating or engaging in sexual activity, 
masturbation, or bestiality;
  
   (3) Create, direct, or produce a performance that shows a minor participating or engaging in 
sexual activity, masturbation, or bestiality;
  
   (4) Advertise for presentation, present, or participate in presenting a performance that shows 
a minor participating or engaging in sexual activity, masturbation, or bestiality;
  
   (5) Knowingly solicit, receive, purchase, exchange, possess, or control any material that 
shows a minor participating or engaging in sexual activity, masturbation, or bestiality;
  
   (6) Bring or cause to be brought into this state any material that shows a minor participating or 
engaging in sexual activity, masturbation, or bestiality, or bring, cause to be brought, or finance 
the bringing of any minor into or across this state with the intent that the minor engage in sexual 
activity, masturbation, or bestiality in a performance or for the purpose of producing material 
containing a visual representation depicting the minor engaged in sexual activity, masturbation, 
or bestiality.
  
(B) (1) This section does not apply to any material or performance that is sold, disseminated, 
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displayed, possessed, controlled, brought or caused to be brought into this state, or presented 
for a bona fide medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or other proper 
purpose, by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona 
fide studies or research, librarian, clergyman, prosecutor, judge, or other person having a proper 
interest in the material or performance.
  
   (2) Mistake of age is not a defense to a charge under this section.
  
   (3) In a prosecution under this section, the trier of fact may infer that a person in the material 
or performance involved is a minor if the material or performance, through its title, text, visual 
representation, or otherwise, represents or depicts the person as a minor.
  
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of pandering sexually oriented matter involving a 
minor. Violation of division (A)(1), (2), (3), (4), or (6) of this section is a felony of the second 
degree. Violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of this section or section 
2907.321 [2907.32.1] or 2907.323 [2907.32.3] of the Revised Code, pandering sexually oriented 
matter involving a minor in violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a felony of the third 
degree.
  
  
§ 2907.323. Illegal use of minor in nudity-oriented material or performance
  
(A) No person shall do any of the following:
  
   (1) Photograph any minor who is not the person's child or ward in a state of nudity, or create, 
direct, produce, or transfer any material or performance that shows the minor in a state of 
nudity, unless both of the following apply:
  
  (a) The material or performance is, or is to be, sold, disseminated, displayed, 
possessed, controlled, brought or caused to be brought into this state, or presented for a bona 
fide artistic, medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or other proper 
purpose, by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona 
fide studies or research, librarian, member of the clergy, prosecutor, judge, or other person 
having a proper interest in the material or performance;
  
  (b) The minor's parents, guardian, or custodian consents in writing to the photographing 
of the minor, to the use of the minor in the material or performance, or to the transfer of the 
material and to the specific manner in which the material or performance is to be used.
  
   (2) Consent to the photographing of the person's minor child or ward, or photograph the 
person's minor child or ward, in a state of nudity or consent to the use of the person's minor 
child or ward in a state of nudity in any material or performance, or use or transfer a material or 
performance of that nature, unless the material or performance is sold, disseminated, displayed, 
possessed, controlled, brought or caused to be brought into this state, or presented for a bona 
fide artistic, medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or other proper 
purpose, by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona 
fide studies or research, librarian, member of the clergy, prosecutor, judge, or other person 
having a proper interest in the material or performance;
  
   (3) Possess or view any material or performance that shows a minor who is not the person's 
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child or ward in a state of nudity, unless one of the following applies:
  
  (a) The material or performance is sold, disseminated, displayed, possessed, controlled, 
brought or caused to be brought into this state, or presented for a bona fide artistic, medical, 
scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or other proper purpose, by or to a 
physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, person pursuing bona fide studies or 
research, librarian, member of the clergy, prosecutor, judge, or other person having a proper 
interest in the material or performance.
  
  (b) The person knows that the parents, guardian, or custodian has consented in writing 
to the photographing or use of the minor in a state of nudity and to the manner in which the 
material or performance is used or transferred.
  
(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of illegal use of a minor in a nudity-oriented material 
or performance. Whoever violates division (A)(1) or (2) of this section is guilty of a felony of 
the second degree. Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A)
(3) of this section is guilty of a felony of the fifth degree. If the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of this section or section 2907.321 [2907.32.1] or 
2907.322 [2907.32.2.] of the Revised Code, illegal use of a minor in a nudity-oriented material 
or performance in violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. If the 
offender who violates division (A)(1) or (2) of this section also is convicted of or pleads guilty to 
a specification as described in section 2941.1422 [2941.14.22] of the Revised Code that was 
included in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information charging the offense, the court 
shall sentence the offender to a mandatory prison term as provided in division (D)(7) of section 
2929.14 of the Revised Code and shall order the offender to make restitution as provided in 
division (B)(8) of section 2929.18 of the Revised Code.
  
  
§ 2907.35. Presumptions; notice
  
(A) An owner or manager, or agent or employee of an owner or manager, of a bookstore, 
newsstand, theater, or other commercial establishment engaged in selling materials or 
exhibiting performances, who, in the course of business:
  
   (1) Possesses five or more identical or substantially similar obscene articles, having 
knowledge of their character, is presumed to possess them in violation of division (A)(5) of 
section 2907.32 of the Revised Code;
  
   (2) Does any of the acts prohibited by section 2907.31 or 2907.32 of the Revised Code, is 
presumed to have knowledge of the character of the material or performance involved, if the 
owner, manager, or agent or employee of the owner or manager has actual notice of the nature 
of such material or performance, whether or not the owner, manager, or agent or employee of 
the owner or manager has precise knowledge of its contents.
  
(B) Without limitation on the manner in which such notice may be given, actual notice of the 
character of material or a performance may be given in writing by the chief legal officer of the 
jurisdiction in which the person to whom the notice is directed does business. Such notice, 
regardless of the manner in which it is given, shall identify the sender, identify the material or 
performance involved, state whether it is obscene or harmful to juveniles, and bear the date of 
such notice.
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(C) Sections 2907.31 and 2907.32 of the Revised Code do not apply to a motion picture 
operator or projectionist acting within the scope of employment as an employee of the owner or 
manager of a theater or other place for the showing of motion pictures to the general public, and 
having no managerial responsibility or financial interest in the operator's or projectionist's place 
of employment, other than wages.
  
(D) (1) Sections 2907.31, 2907.311 [2907.31.1], 2907.32, 2907.321 [2907.32.1], 2907.322 
[2907.32.2], 2907.323 [2907.32.3], and 2907.34 and division (A) of section 2907.33 of 
the Revised Code do not apply to a person solely because the person provided access or 
connection to or from an electronic method of remotely transferring information not under that 
person's control, including having provided capabilities that are incidental to providing access 
or connection to or from the electronic method of remotely transferring the information, and that 
do not include the creation of the content of the material that is the subject of the access or 
connection.
  
   (2) Division (D)(1) of this section does not apply to a person who conspires with an entity 
actively involved in the creation or knowing distribution of material in violation of section 
2907.31, 2907.311 [2907.31.1], 2907.32, 2907.321 [2907.32.1], 2907.322 [2907.32.2], 2907.323 
[2907.32.3], 2907.33, or 2907.34 of the Revised Code or who knowingly advertises the 
availability of material of that nature.
  
   (3) Division (D)(1) of this section does not apply to a person who provides access or 
connection to an electronic method of remotely transferring information that is engaged in the 
violation of section 2907.31, 2907.311 [2907.31.1], 2907.32, 2907.321 [2907.32.1], 2907.322 
[2907.32.2], 2907.323 [2907.32.3], 2907.33, or 2907.34 of the Revised Code and that contains 
content that person has selected and introduced into the electronic method of remotely 
transferring information or content over which that person exercises editorial control.
  
(E) An employer is not guilty of a violation of section 2907.31, 2907.311 [2907.31.1], 2907.32, 
2907.321 [2907.32.1], 2907.322 [2907.32.2], 2907.323 [2907.32.3], 2907.33, or 2907.34 of 
the Revised Code based on the actions of an employee or agent of the employer unless the 
employee's or agent's conduct is within the scope of employee's or agent's employment or 
agency, and the employer does either of the following:
  
   (1) With knowledge of the employee's or agent's conduct, the employer authorizes or ratifies 
the conduct.
  
   (2) The employer recklessly disregards the employee's or agent's conduct.
  
(F) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under section 2907.31 or 2907.311 [2907.31.1] of 
the Revised Code as the section applies to an image transmitted through the internet or another 
electronic method of remotely transmitting information that the person charged with violating 
the section has taken, in good faith, reasonable, effective, and appropriate actions under the 
circumstances to restrict or prevent access by juveniles to material that is harmful to juveniles, 
including any method that is feasible under available technology.
  
(G) If any provision of this section, or the application of any provision of this section to any 
person or circumstance, is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or 
applications of this section or related sections that can be given effect without the invalid 
provision or application. To this end, the provisions are severable.
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§ 2907.36. Declaratory judgment
  
(A) Without limitation on the persons otherwise entitled to bring an action for a declaratory 
judgment pursuant to Chapter 2721. of the Revised Code, involving the same issue, the 
following persons have standing to bring a declaratory judgment action to determine whether 
particular materials or performances are obscene or harmful to juveniles:
  
   (1) The chief legal officer of the jurisdiction in which there is reasonable cause to believe that 
section 2907.31 or 2907.32 of the Revised Code is being or is about to be violated;
  
   (2) Any person who, pursuant to division (B) of section 2907.35 of the Revised Code, 
has received notice in writing from a chief legal officer stating that particular materials or 
performances are obscene or harmful to juveniles.
  
(B) Any party to an action for a declaratory judgment pursuant to division (A) of this section 
is entitled, upon the party's request, to trial on the merits within five days after joinder of the 
issues, and the court shall render judgment within five days after trial is concluded.
  
(C) An action for a declaratory judgment pursuant to division (A) of this section shall not be 
brought during the pendency of any civil action or criminal prosecution, when the character of 
the particular materials or performances involved is at issue in the pending case, and either of 
the following applies:
  
   (1) Either of the parties to the action for a declaratory judgment is a party to the pending case.
  
   (2) A judgment in the pending case will necessarily constitute res judicata as to the character 
of the materials or performances involved.
  
(D) A civil action or criminal prosecution in which the character of particular materials or 
performances is at issue, brought during the pendency of an action for a declaratory judgment 
involving the same issue, shall be stayed during the pendency of the action for a declaratory 
judgment.
  
(E) The fact that a violation of section 2907.31 or 2907.32 of the Revised Code occurs prior to 
a judicial determination of the character of the material or performance involved in the violation 
does not relieve the offender of criminal liability for the violation, even though prosecution may 
be stayed pending the judicial determination.
  
  
§ 2907.37. Injunction
  
(A) Where it appears that section 2907.31 or 2907.32 of the Revised Code is being or is about 
to be violated, the chief legal officer of the jurisdiction in which the violation is taking place or is 
about to take place may bring an action to enjoin the violation. The defendant, upon his request, 
is entitled to trial on the merits within five days after joinder of the issues, and the court shall 
render judgment within five days after trial is concluded.
  
(B) Premises used or occupied for repeated violations of section 2907.31 or 2907.32 of the 
Revised Code constitute a nuisance subject to abatement pursuant to sections 3767.01 to 
3767.99 of the Revised Code.
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 § 2907.38. Permitting unlawful operation of viewing booths depicting sexual conduct
  
(A) As used in this section:
  
   (1) "Commercial establishment" means an entity that is open to the public and to which either 
of the following applies:
  
  (a) It has a substantial or significant portion of its stock in trade of the sale, rental, or 
viewing of visual materials or performances depicting sexual conduct.
  
  (b) It has as a principal business purpose the sale, rental, or viewing of visual materials 
or performances depicting sexual conduct.
  
   (2) "Visual materials or performances" means films, videos, CD-ROM discs, streaming video, 
or other motion pictures.
  
(B) No person who has custody, control, or supervision of a commercial establishment, with 
knowledge of the character of the visual material or performance involved, shall knowingly 
permit the use of, or offer the use of, viewing booths, stalls, or partitioned portions of a 
room located in the commercial establishment for the purpose of viewing visual materials or 
performances depicting sexual conduct unless both of the following apply:
  
   (1) The inside of each booth, stall, or partitioned room is visible from, and at least one side 
of each booth, stall, or partitioned room is open to, a continuous and contiguous main aisle or 
hallway that is open to the public areas of the commercial establishment and is not obscured by 
any curtain, door, or other covering or enclosure.
  
   (2) No booth, stall, or partitioned room is designed, constructed, pandered, or allowed to be 
used for the purpose of encouraging or facilitating nudity or sexual activity on the part of or 
between patrons or members of the public, and no booth, stall, or partitioned room has any 
aperture, hole, or opening for the purpose of encouraging or facilitating nudity or sexual activity.
  
(C) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that either of the following applies 
to the involved visual materials or performances:
  
   (1) The visual materials or performances depicting sexual conduct are disseminated or 
presented for a bona fide medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or 
other proper purpose and by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, 
person pursuing bona fide studies or research, librarian, member of the clergy, prosecutor, 
judge, or other person having a proper interest in the visual materials or performances.
  
   (2) The visual materials or performances depicting sexual conduct, taken as a whole, would 
be found by a reasonable person to have serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value or 
are presented or disseminated in good faith for a serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 
purpose and are not pandered for their prurient appeal.
  
(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of permitting unlawful operation of viewing booths 
depicting sexual conduct, a misdemeanor of the first degree.
  
§ 2907.39. Permitting juvenile on premises of adult entertainment establishment; use by juvenile 
of false information to enter adult entertainment establishment
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(A) As used in this section:
  
   (1) "Adult arcade" means any place to which the public is permitted or invited in which coin-
operated, slug-operated, or electronically, electrically, or mechanically controlled still or motion 
picture machines, projectors, or other image-producing devices are regularly maintained to 
show images to five or fewer persons per machine at any one time, and in which the images 
so displayed are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis upon matter exhibiting or 
describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
  
   (2) (a) "Adult bookstore," "adult novelty store," or "adult video store" means a commercial 
establishment that, for any form of consideration, has as a significant or substantial portion of 
its stock-in-trade in, derives a significant or substantial portion of its revenues from, devotes 
a significant or substantial portion of its interior business or advertising to, or maintains a 
substantial section of its sales or display space for the sale or rental of any of the following:
  
     (i) Books, magazines, periodicals, or other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion 
pictures, video cassettes, compact discs, slides, or other visual representations, that are 
characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition or description of specified sexual activities 
or specified anatomical areas;
  
     (ii) Instruments, devices, or paraphernalia that are designed for use or marketed 
primarily for stimulation of human genital organs or for sadomasochistic use or abuse of self or 
others.
  
  (b) "Adult bookstore," "adult novelty store," or "adult video store" includes a commercial 
establishment as defined in section 2907.38 of the Revised Code. An establishment may have 
other principal business purposes that do not involve the offering for sale, rental, or viewing of 
materials exhibiting or describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas and 
still be categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty store, or adult video store. The 
existence of other principal business purposes does not exempt an establishment from being 
categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty store, or adult video store so long as one of its 
principal business purposes is offering for sale or rental, for some form of consideration, such 
materials that exhibit or describe specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
  
   (3) "Adult cabaret" means a nightclub, bar, juice bar, restaurant, bottle club, or similar 
commercial establishment, whether or not alcoholic beverages are served, that regularly 
features any of the following:
  
  (a) Persons who appear in a state of nudity or seminudity;
  
  (b) Live performances that are characterized by the exposure of specified anatomical 
areas or specified sexual activities;
  
  (c) Films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproductions 
that are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition or description of 
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
  
   (4) "Adult entertainment" means the sale, rental, or exhibition, for any form of consideration, 
of books, films, video cassettes, magazines, periodicals, or live performances that are 
characterized by an emphasis on the exposure or display of specified anatomical areas or 
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specified sexual activity.
  
   (5) "Adult entertainment establishment" means an adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult 
novelty store, adult video store, adult cabaret, adult motion picture theater, adult theater, nude 
or seminude model studio, or sexual encounter establishment. An establishment in which 
a medical practitioner, psychologist, psychiatrist, or similar professional person licensed by 
the state engages in medically approved and recognized therapy, including, but not limited 
to, massage therapy, as regulated pursuant to section 4731.15 of the Revised Code, is not 
an "adult entertainment establishment."
  
   (6) "Adult motion picture theater" means a commercial establishment where films, motion 
pictures, video cassettes, slides, or similar photographic reproductions that are distinguished or 
characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition or description of specified sexual activities 
or specified anatomical areas are regularly shown for any form of consideration.
  
   (7) "Adult theater" means a theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial 
establishment that, for any form of consideration, regularly features persons who appear in a 
state of nudity or seminudity or live performances that are characterized by their emphasis upon 
the exposure of specified anatomical areas or specified sexual activities.
  
   (8) "Distinguished or characterized by their emphasis upon" means the dominant or principal 
character and theme of the object described by this phrase. For instance, when the phrase 
refers to films "that are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition or 
description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas," the films so described 
are those whose dominant or principal character and theme are the exhibition or description of 
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
  
   (9) (a) "Nude or seminude model studio" means any place where a person, who regularly 
appears in a state of nudity or seminudity, is provided for money or any other form of 
consideration to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, photographed, or similarly 
depicted by other persons.
  
  (b) A modeling class or studio is not a nude or seminude model studio and is not subject 
to this chapter if it is operated in any of the following ways:
  
     (i) By a college or university supported entirely or partly by taxation;
  
     (ii) By a private college or university that maintains and operates educational programs, 
the credits for which are transferable to a college or university supported entirely or partly by 
taxation;
  
     (iii) In a structure that has no sign visible from the exterior of the structure and no other 
advertising indicating that a person appearing in a state of nudity or seminudity is available for 
viewing, if in order to participate in a class in the structure, a student must enroll at least three 
days in advance of the class and if not more than one nude or seminude model is on the 
premises at any one time.
  
   (10) "Nudity," "nude," or "state of nudity" means the showing of the human male or female 
genitals, pubic area, vulva, anus, anal cleft, or cleavage with less than a fully opaque covering; 
or the showing of the female breasts with less than a fully opaque covering of any part of the 
nipple.
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   (11) "Regularly features" or "regularly shown" means a consistent or substantial course of 
conduct, such that the films or performances exhibited constitute a substantial portion of the 
films or performances offered as a part of the ongoing business of the adult entertainment 
establishment.
  
   (12) "Seminude" or "state of seminudity" means a state of dress in which opaque clothing 
covers not more than the genitals, pubic region, and nipple of the female breast, as well as 
portions of the body covered by supporting straps or devices.
  
   (13) (a) "Sexual encounter establishment" means a business or commercial establishment 
that, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for any form of consideration a place 
where either of the following occur:
  
     (i) Two or more persons may congregate, associate, or consort for the purpose of 
engaging in specified sexual activities.
  
     (ii) Two or more persons appear nude or seminude for the purpose of displaying their 
nude or seminude bodies for their receipt of consideration or compensation in any type or form.
  
      (b) An establishment where a medical practitioner, psychologist, psychiatrist, or similar 
professional person licensed by the state engages in medically approved and recognized 
therapy, including, but not limited to, massage therapy, as regulated pursuant to section 
4731.15 of the Revised Code, is not a "sexual encounter establishment."
  
   (14) "Specified anatomical areas" means the cleft of the buttocks, anus, male or female 
genitals, or the female breast.
  
   (15) "Specified sexual activity" means any of the following:
  
  (a) Sex acts, normal or perverted, or actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral 
copulation, masturbation, or sodomy;
  
  (b) Excretory functions as a part of or in connection with any of the activities described in 
division (A)(15)(a) of this section.
  
(B) No person knowingly shall allow an individual, including, but not limited to, a patron, 
customer, or employee, who is under eighteen years of age on the premises of an adult 
entertainment establishment.
  
(C) No individual who is under eighteen years of age knowingly shall show or give false 
information concerning the individual's name or age, or other false identification, for the purpose 
of gaining entrance to an adult entertainment establishment.
  
(D) A person shall not be found guilty of a violation of division (B) of this section if the person 
raises as an affirmative defense and if the jury or, in a nonjury trial, the court finds the person 
has established by a preponderance of the evidence, all of the following:
  
   (1) The individual gaining entrance to the adult entertainment establishment exhibited to an 
operator, employee, agent, or independent contractor of the adult entertainment establishment 
a driver's or commercial driver's license or an identification card issued under sections 4507.50 
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and 4507.52 of the Revised Code showing that the individual was then at least eighteen years 
of age.
  
   (2) The operator, employee, agent, or independent contractor made a bona fide effort 
to ascertain the true age of the individual gaining entrance to the adult entertainment 
establishment by checking the identification presented, at the time of entrance, to ascertain that 
the description on the identification compared with the appearance of the individual and that the 
identification had not been altered in any way.
  
   (3) The operator, employee, agent, or independent contractor had reason to believe that the 
individual gaining entrance to the adult entertainment establishment was at least eighteen years 
of age.
  
(E) In any criminal action in which the affirmative defense described in division (D) of this 
section is raised, the registrar of motor vehicles or the deputy registrar who issued a driver's or 
commercial driver's license or an identification card under sections 4507.50 and 4507.52 of the 
Revised Code shall be permitted to submit certified copies of the records, in the registrar's or 
deputy registrar's possession, of the issuance of the license or identification card in question, in 
lieu of the testimony of the personnel of the bureau of motor vehicles in the action.
  
(F) (1) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of permitting a juvenile on the 
premises of an adult entertainment establishment, a misdemeanor of the first degree. Each day 
a person violates this division constitutes a separate offense.
  
   (2) Whoever violates division (C) of this section is guilty of use by a juvenile of false 
information to enter an adult entertainment establishment, a delinquent act that would be a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree if committed by an adult.
  
§ 2907.41. Mandatory court appearance for setting bail for person charged with sexually 
oriented offense or public indecency who has prior conviction
  
(A) Subject to division (D) of this section, a person who is charged with the commission of 
any sexually oriented offense or with a violation of section 2907.09 of the Revised Code shall 
appear before the court for the setting of bail if the person charged previously was convicted of 
or pleaded guilty to a sexually oriented offense, a violation of section 2907.09 of the Revised 
Code, or a violation of an existing or former municipal ordinance or law of this or any other state 
or the United States that is substantially similar to section 2907.09 of the Revised Code.
  
(B) To the extent that information about any of the following is available to the court, the court, in 
addition to any other circumstances considered by the court and notwithstanding any provisions 
to the contrary contained in Criminal Rule 46, shall consider all of the following before setting 
bail for a person who appears before the court pursuant to division (A) of this section:
  
   (1) Whether the person previously has been adjudicated a sexual predator or child-victim 
predator pursuant to Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code, previously has been determined 
to be a habitual sex offender or habitual child-victim offender pursuant to that Chapter, has 
a history of committing sexually oriented offenses or child-victim oriented offenses, or has a 
history of committing violations of section 2907.09 of the Revised Code or violations of an 
existing or former municipal ordinance or law of this or any other state or the United States that 
is substantially similar to that section;
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   (2) The mental health of the person;
  
   (3) Whether the person has a history of violating the orders of any court or governmental 
entity;
  
   (4) Whether the person is potentially a threat to any other person;
  
   (5) Whether the person has access to deadly weapons or a history of using deadly weapons;
  
   (6) Whether the person has a history of abusing alcohol or any controlled substance;
  
   (7) The severity of the alleged conduct of the person that is the basis of the offense, including 
but not limited to, the duration of the alleged conduct, and whether the alleged conduct involved 
physical injury, assault, violence, or forcible entry to gain access to an alleged victim;
  
   (8) Whether the person has exhibited obsessive or controlling behaviors toward another 
person, including, but not limited to, stalking, surveillance, or isolation of another person;
  
   (9) Whether the person has expressed suicidal or homicidal ideations;
  
   (10) Any information contained in the complaint and any police reports, affidavits, or other 
documents accompanying the complaint.
  
(C) Any court that has jurisdiction over charges alleging the commission of a sexually oriented 
offense or a violation of section 2907.09 of the Revised Code, in circumstances in which the 
person charged previously was convicted of or pleaded guilty to any of the offenses or violations 
described in division (A) of this section, may set a schedule for bail to be used in cases involving 
those offenses and violations. The schedule shall require that a judge consider all of the factors 
listed in division (B) of this section and may require judges to set bail at a certain level if the 
history of the alleged offender or the circumstances of the alleged offense meet certain criteria 
in the schedule.
  
(D) (1) Upon the court's own motion or the motion of a party and upon any terms that the court 
may direct, a court may permit a person who is required to appear before it by division (A) of 
this section to appear by video conferencing equipment.
  
   (2) If, in the opinion of the court, the appearance in person or by video conferencing 
equipment of a person who is charged with a misdemeanor and who is required to appear 
before the court by division (A) of this section is not practicable, the court may waive the 
appearance and release the person on bail in accordance with the court's schedule for bail 
set under division (C) of this section or, if the court has not set a schedule for bail under that 
division, on one or both of the following types of bail in an amount set by the court:
  
  (a) A bail bond secured by a deposit of ten per cent of the amount of the bond in cash;
  
  (b) A surety bond, a bond secured by real estate or securities as allowed by law, or the 
deposit of cash, at the option of the person.
  
   (3) Division (A) of this section does not create a right in a person to appear before the court for 
the setting of bail or prohibit a court from requiring any person charged with a sexually oriented 
offense or a violation of section 2907.09 of the Revised Code who is not described in that 
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division from appearing before the court for the setting of bail.
  
(E) As used in this section, "child-victim oriented offense," "child-victim predator," "habitual child-
victim offender," "habitual sex offender," "sexually oriented offense," and "sexual predator" have 
the same meanings as in section 2950.01 of the Revised Code.
  
 
RICO-Obscenity Law
 None.
  
Harmful to Minors Law
 
  
TITLE 29.  CRIMES -- PROCEDURE 
CHAPTER 2907.  SEX OFFENSES 
OBSCENITY
  
ORC Ann. 2907.31
  
§ 2907.31. Disseminating matter harmful to juveniles
  
(A) No person, with knowledge of its character or content, shall recklessly do any of the 
following:
  
   (1) Directly sell, deliver, furnish, disseminate, provide, exhibit, rent, or present to a juvenile, a 
group of juveniles, a law enforcement officer posing as a juvenile, or a group of law enforcement 
officers posing as juveniles any material or performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles;
  
   (2) Directly offer or agree to sell, deliver, furnish, disseminate, provide, exhibit, rent, or present 
to a juvenile, a group of juveniles, a law enforcement officer posing as a juvenile, or a group of 
law enforcement officers posing as juveniles any material or performance that is obscene or 
harmful to juveniles;
  
   (3) While in the physical proximity of the juvenile or law enforcement officer posing as a 
juvenile, allow any juvenile or law enforcement officer posing as a juvenile to review or peruse 
any material or view any live performance that is harmful to juveniles.
  
(B) The following are affirmative defenses to a charge under this section that involves material 
or a performance that is harmful to juveniles but not obscene:
  
   (1) The defendant is the parent, guardian, or spouse of the juvenile involved.
  
   (2) The juvenile involved, at the time of the conduct in question, was accompanied by the 
juvenile's parent or guardian who, with knowledge of its character, consented to the material or 
performance being furnished or presented to the juvenile.
  
   (3) The juvenile exhibited to the defendant or to the defendant's agent or employee a draft 
card, driver's license, birth record, marriage license, or other official or apparently official 
document purporting to show that the juvenile was eighteen years of age or over or married, 
and the person to whom that document was exhibited did not otherwise have reasonable cause 
to believe that the juvenile was under the age of eighteen and unmarried.
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(C) (1) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section, involving material or a 
performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles, that the material or performance was 
furnished or presented for a bona fide medical, scientific, educational, governmental, judicial, 
or other proper purpose, by a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, teacher, librarian, 
clergyman, prosecutor, judge, or other proper person.
  
   (2) Except as provided in division (B)(3) of this section, mistake of age is not a defense to a 
charge under this section.
  
(D) (1) A person directly sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, provides, exhibits, rents, or 
presents or directly offers or agrees to sell, deliver, furnish, disseminate, provide, exhibit, rent, 
or present material or a performance to a juvenile, a group of juveniles, a law enforcement 
officer posing as a juvenile, or a group of law enforcement officers posing as juveniles in 
violation of this section by means of an electronic method of remotely transmitting information if 
the person knows or has reason to believe that the person receiving the information is a juvenile 
or the group of persons receiving the information are juveniles.
  
   (2) A person remotely transmitting information by means of a method of mass distribution 
does not directly sell, deliver, furnish, disseminate, provide, exhibit, rent, or present or directly 
offer or agree to sell, deliver, furnish, disseminate, provide, exhibit, rent, or present the material 
or performance in question to a juvenile, a group of juveniles, a law enforcement officer posing 
as a juvenile, or a group of law enforcement officers posing as juveniles in violation of this 
section if either of the following applies:
  
  (a) The person has inadequate information to know or have reason to believe that a 
particular recipient of the information or offer is a juvenile.
  
  (b) The method of mass distribution does not provide the person the ability to prevent a 
particular recipient from receiving the information.
  
(E) If any provision of this section, or the application of any provision of this section to any 
person or circumstance, is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or 
applications of this section or related sections that can be given effect without the invalid 
provision or application. To this end, the provisions are severable.
  
(F) Whoever violates this section is guilty of disseminating matter harmful to juveniles. If the 
material or performance involved is harmful to juveniles, except as otherwise provided in 
this division, a violation of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the material or 
performance involved is obscene, except as otherwise provided in this division, a violation of 
this section is a felony of the fifth degree. If the material or performance involved is obscene and 
the juvenile to whom it is sold, delivered, furnished, disseminated, provided, exhibited, rented, or 
presented, the juvenile to whom the offer is made or who is the subject of the agreement, or the 
juvenile who is allowed to review, peruse, or view it is under thirteen years of age, violation of 
this section is a felony of the fourth degree.
  
  
§ 2907.311. Displaying matter harmful to juveniles
  
(A) No person who has custody, control, or supervision of a commercial establishment, with 
knowledge of the character or content of the material involved, shall display at the establishment 
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any material that is harmful to juveniles and that is open to view by juveniles as part of the 
invited general public.
  
(B) It is not a violation of division (A) of this section if the material in question is displayed by 
placing it behind "blinder racks" or similar devices that cover at least the lower two-thirds of the 
material, if the material in question is wrapped or placed behind the counter, or if the material 
in question otherwise is covered or located so that the portion that is harmful to juveniles is not 
open to the view of juveniles.
  
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of displaying matter harmful to juveniles, a 
misdemeanor of the first degree. Each day during which the offender is in violation of this 
section constitutes a separate offense.
  
§ 2907.33. Deception to obtain matter harmful to juveniles
  
(A) No person, for the purpose of enabling a juvenile to obtain any material or gain admission to 
any performance which is harmful to juveniles, shall do either of the following:
  
   (1) Falsely represent that he is the parent, guardian, or spouse of such juvenile;
  
   (2) Furnish such juvenile with any identification or document purporting to show that such 
juvenile is eighteen years of age or over or married.
  
(B) No juvenile, for the purpose of obtaining any material or gaining admission to any 
performance which is harmful to juveniles, shall do either of the following:
  
   (1) Falsely represent that he is eighteen years of age or over or married;
  
   (2) Exhibit any identification or document purporting to show that he is eighteen years of age 
or over or married.
  
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of deception to obtain matter harmful to juveniles, a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A juvenile who violates division (B) of this section shall 
be adjudged an unruly child, with such disposition of the case as may be appropriate under 
Chapter 2151. of the Revised Code.
  
§ 2907.34. Compelling acceptance of objectionable materials
  
(A) No person, as a condition to the sale, allocation, consignment, or delivery of any material 
or goods of any kind, shall require the purchaser or consignee to accept any other material 
reasonably believed to be obscene, or which if furnished or presented to a juvenile would be in 
violation of section 2907.31 of the Revised Code.
  
(B) No person shall deny or threaten to deny any franchise or impose or threaten to impose any 
financial or other penalty upon any purchaser or consignee because the purchaser or consignee 
failed or refused to accept any material reasonably believed to be obscene as a condition to 
the sale, allocation, consignment, or delivery of any other material or goods or because the 
purchaser or consignee returned any material believed to be obscene that the purchaser or 
consignee initially accepted.
  
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of compelling acceptance of objectionable materials, a 
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felony of the fifth degree.
  
  
Public Display of Offensive Material Law
None.
  
Public Indecency Law
  
None.
  
Alcohol Beverage Control Law (dealing with obscenity/nudity/pornography)
  
See Obscenity Law.
  
Sexually Oriented Business Law
  
TITLE 29.  CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2907.  SEX OFFENSES
OBSCENITY
  
ORC Ann. 2907.40
  
§ 2907.40. Illegally operating sexually oriented business; illegal sexually oriented activity in 
sexually oriented business
  
(A) As used in this section:
  
   (1) "Adult bookstore" or "adult video store" means a commercial establishment that has as 
a significant or substantial portion of its stock in trade or inventory in, derives a significant or 
substantial portion of its revenues from, devotes a significant or substantial portion of its interior 
business or advertising to, or maintains a substantial section of its sales or display space for 
the sale or rental, for any form of consideration, of books, magazines, periodicals, or other 
printed matter, or photographs, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, compact discs, slides, 
or other visual representations, that are characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition or 
description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
  
   (2) "Adult cabaret" has the same meaning as in section 2907.39 of the Revised Code.
  
   (3) "Adult motion picture theater" means a commercial establishment where films, motion 
pictures, videocassettes, slides, or similar photographic reproductions that are characterized by 
their emphasis upon the display of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas are 
regularly shown to more than five individuals for any form of consideration.
  
   (4) "Characterized by" means describing the essential character or quality of an item.
  
   (5) "Employee" means any individual who performs any service on the premises of a sexually 
oriented business on a full-time, part-time, or contract basis, regardless of whether the individual 
is denominated an employee, independent contractor, agent, or otherwise, but does not include 
an individual exclusively on the premises for repair or maintenance of the premises or for the 
delivery of goods to the premises.
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   (6) "Nudity," "nude," or "state of nudity" has the same meaning as in section 2907.39 of the 
Revised Code.
  
   (7) "Operator" means any individual on the premises of a sexually oriented business who 
causes the business to function or who puts or keeps in operation the business or who is 
authorized to manage the business or exercise overall operational control of the business 
premises.
  
   (8) "Patron" means any individual on the premises of a sexually oriented business except for 
any of the following:
  
  (a) An operator or an employee of the sexually oriented business;
  
  (b) An individual who is on the premises exclusively for repair or maintenance of the 
premises or for the delivery of goods to the premises;
  
  (c) A public employee or a volunteer firefighter emergency medical services worker 
acting within the scope of the public employee's or volunteer's duties as a public employee or 
volunteer.
  
   (9) "Premises" means the real property on which the sexually oriented business is located 
and all appurtenances to the real property, including, but not limited, to the sexually oriented 
business, the grounds, private walkways, and parking lots or parking garages adjacent to 
the real property under the ownership, control, or supervision of the owner or operator of the 
sexually oriented business.
  
   (10) "Regularly" means consistently or repeatedly.
  
   (11) "Seminude" or "state of seminudity" has the same meaning as in section 2907.39 of the 
Revised Code.
  
   (12) "Sexual device" means any three-dimensional object designed and marketed 
for stimulation of the male or female human genitals or anus or female breasts or for 
sadomasochistic use or abuse of oneself or others, including, but not limited to, dildos, vibrators, 
penis pumps, and physical representations of the human genital organs, but not including 
devices primarily intended for protection against sexually transmitted diseases or for preventing 
pregnancy.
  
   (13) "Sexual device shop" means a commercial establishment that regularly features sexual 
devices, but not including any pharmacy, drug store, medical clinic, or establishment primarily 
dedicated to providing medical or healthcare products or services, and not including any 
commercial establishment that does not restrict access to its premises by reason of age.
  
   (14) "Sexual encounter center" means a business or commercial enterprise that, as one of its 
principal business purposes, purports to offer for any form of consideration physical contact in 
the form of wrestling or tumbling between individuals of the opposite sex when one or more of 
the individuals is nude or seminude.
  
   (15) "Sexually oriented business" means an adult bookstore, adult video store, adult cabaret, 
adult motion picture theater, sexual device shop, or sexual encounter center, but does not 
include a business solely by reason of its showing, selling, or renting materials that may depict 
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sex.
  
   (16) "Specified anatomical areas" includes human genitals, pubic region, and buttocks and the 
human female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola.
  
   (17) "Specified sexual activity" means sexual intercourse, oral copulation, masturbation, or 
sodomy, or excretory functions as a part of or in connection with any of these activities.
  
(B) No sexually oriented business shall be or remain open for business between 12:00 midnight 
and 6:00 a.m. on any day, except that a sexually oriented business that holds a liquor permit 
pursuant to Chapter 4303. of the Revised Code may remain open until the hour specified in that 
permit if it does not conduct, offer, or allow sexually oriented entertainment activity in which the 
performers appear nude.
  
(C) (1) No patron who is not a member of the employee's immediate family shall knowingly 
touch any employee while that employee is nude or seminude or touch the clothing of any 
employee while that employee is nude or seminude.
  
   (2) No employee who regularly appears nude or seminude on the premises of a sexually 
oriented business, while on the premises of that sexually oriented business and while nude or 
seminude, shall knowingly touch a patron who is not a member of the employee's immediate 
family or another employee who is not a member of the employee's immediate family or the 
clothing of a patron who is not a member of the employee's immediate family or another 
employee who is not a member of the employee's immediate family or allow a patron who is not 
a member of the employee's immediate family or another employee who is not a member of the 
employee's immediate family to touch the employee or the clothing of the employee.
  
(D) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of illegally operating a sexually oriented 
business, a misdemeanor of the first degree.
  
(E) Whoever violates division (C) of this section is guilty of illegal sexually oriented activity in 
a sexually oriented business. If the offender touches a specified anatomical area of the patron 
or employee, or the clothing covering a specified anatomical area, a violation of division (C) 
of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender does not touch a specified 
anatomical area of the patron or employee, or the clothing covering a specified anatomical area, 
a violation of division (C) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
  
TITLE 5.  TOWNSHIPS 
CHAPTER 503.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS
  
ORC Ann. 503.52
  
§ 503.52. Authority to regulate adult entertainment establishments; request to prosecuting 
attorney; indemnification by state
  
(A) Townships have authority to exercise all powers of local self-government regarding the 
operation of adult entertainment establishments within their limits and to adopt and enforce 
within their limits any local police, sanitary, and similar regulations regarding the operation of 
adult entertainment establishments that are not in conflict with general laws. The regulations 
may include, but are not limited to, antinudity restrictions, limitations on hours of operation, 
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interior configuration requirements, and requirements that adult entertainment establishments 
and their employees obtain licenses or permits to operate as or to be employed by an adult 
entertainment establishment. The authority granted under this division shall be exercised by 
the adoption of resolutions and may include the adoption of resolutions that create one or more 
criminal offenses and impose criminal penalties related to the operation of adult entertainment 
establishments or may provide for civil sanction for violations of regulations established under 
the resolutions. Townships have the same rights, powers, and duties pursuant to the authority 
granted under this division as municipal corporations have under Section 3, Article XVIII, Ohio 
Constitution relative to their authority to exercise powers of local self-government and to adopt 
and enforce within their limits local police, sanitary, and similar regulations, except to the extent 
that the rights, powers, and duties that the municipal corporations have by their nature clearly 
are inapplicable to townships and to the exercise by townships of their authority granted under 
this division. No regulation adopted under authority of this division shall be in conflict with any 
provision in Chapter 4303. of the Revised Code, or with any rule adopted by the division of 
liquor control pursuant to that chapter, that regulates establishments that hold a liquor permit.
  
(B) (1) The authority of a township granted under division (A) of this section applies to all 
townships. If a township has adopted a limited home rule government pursuant to Chapter 504. 
of the Revised Code, the authority granted under division (A) of this section is in addition to the 
powers and authority granted to the township under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code.
  
   (2) Upon the request of any township, the attorney general shall provide legal guidance 
and assistance to the township in developing, formulating, and drafting a resolution regarding 
the operation of adult entertainment establishments of a type described in division (A) of this 
section. The attorney general shall provide this service without charge to the township for which 
the service is performed.
  
(C) In case of conflict between any resolution enacted by a board of township trustees under 
the authority granted under division (A) of this section and a municipal ordinance or resolution, 
the ordinance or resolution enacted by the municipal corporation prevails. In case of conflict 
between any resolution enacted by a board of township trustees under the authority granted 
under division (A) of this section and a county resolution, the resolution enacted by the board of 
township trustees prevails.
  
(D) All proceeds from criminal and civil sanctions for violation of a regulation established by 
a township under a resolution adopted under division (A) of this section that are paid to the 
township shall be applied initially to the payment of costs incurred in the prosecution and 
enforcement of the resolution, including, but not limited to, court costs, reasonable attorney's 
fees, and other litigation expenses incurred by the county or township.
  
(E) (1) (a) When it appears that a resolution adopted under division (A) of this section or 
section 503.53 of the Revised Code is being or is about to be violated, the township in which 
the violation is taking place may request the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the 
township is located to prosecute and defend on behalf of the township a civil action to enjoin 
the violation. If the township does not request the prosecuting attorney to prosecute and defend 
an action to enjoin the violation, the legal counsel of that township, if other than the prosecuting 
attorney, may prosecute and defend a civil action to enjoin the violation.
  
  (b) A township may request the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the township 
is located to prosecute and defend on behalf of the township a civil action under Chapter 3767. 
of the Revised Code to abate as a nuisance any place in the unincorporated area of the 
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township at which a resolution adopted under division (A) of this section or section 503.53 of the 
Revised Code is being or has been violated. If the township does not request the prosecuting 
attorney to prosecute and defend an action under that chapter, the legal counsel of the 
township, if other than the prosecuting attorney, may prosecute and defend an action under that 
chapter for that purpose. All proceeds from the sale of personal property or contents seized 
pursuant to the action shall be applied initially to the payment of costs incurred in the 
prosecution of the action and the costs associated with the abatement and sale ordered under 
division (A) of section 3767.06 of the Revised Code, including, but not limited to, court costs, 
reasonable attorney's fees, and other litigation expenses incurred by the county or township. 
Any proceeds remaining after that initial application shall be deposited into the township 
treasury and credited to the general fund.
  
  (c) If a township has adopted one or more resolutions regarding the operation of adult 
entertainment establishments pursuant to the authority that is granted under division (A) of this 
section or if a township resolution of that nature has been adopted under section 503.53 of the 
Revised Code and the validity of the resolution is challenged, the township may request the 
prosecuting attorney of the county in which the township is located to prosecute and defend on 
behalf of the township in the trial and argument in any court or tribunal of the challenge to the 
validity of the resolution.
  
   (2) Division (E)(1) of this section applies regarding all townships, including townships that 
have adopted a limited home rule government pursuant to Chapter 504. of the Revised Code 
and regardless of whether a township that has so adopted a limited home rule government 
has entered into a contract with the prosecuting attorney as described in division (B) of section 
504.15 of the Revised Code or has appointed a law director as described in division (A) of that 
section.
  
   Upon the request of any township in the county served by the prosecuting attorney made 
pursuant to division (E)(1)(a), (b), or (c) of this section, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute 
and defend in the action or proceeding as requested, as specified in division (B)(2) of section 
309.09 of the Revised Code, without charge to the township for which the service is performed.
  
   If a prosecuting attorney is prosecuting and defending a challenge to the validity of a 
resolution of a township pursuant to a request made pursuant to division (E)(1)(c) of this section 
and if the challenge is before a federal court, the prosecuting attorney may request the attorney 
general to assist the prosecuting attorney in prosecuting and defending the challenge, and, 
upon the prosecuting attorney's making of such a request, the attorney general shall assist the 
prosecuting attorney in performing that service if the resolution was drafted in accordance with 
legal guidance provided by the attorney general as described in division (B)(2) of this section. 
The attorney general shall provide this assistance without charge to the township for which the 
service is performed. If a township adopts a resolution without the legal guidance of the attorney 
general, the attorney general is not being required to provide assistance as described in this 
division to a prosecuting attorney.
  
(F) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the state shall indemnify a township and 
its trustees from liability incurred in the enforcement of a resolution that is authorized by this 
section, that was drafted in accordance with legal guidance provided by the attorney general 
as described in division (B)(2) of this section, and that a court finds to be unconstitutional or 
otherwise legally defective by paying any judgment in, or amount negotiated in settlement of, 
any civil action arising from the enforcement of the resolution. The state shall not indemnify a 
township or its trustees until all appeals have been exhausted or the action has otherwise been 

22



finally resolved.
  
The state shall not indemnify a township or its trustees for any of the following or to the extent 
that any of the following apply:
  
   (1) Any part of the judgment or settlement that represents damages that are covered by a 
policy of insurance for civil liability;
  
   (2) Any part of the judgment or settlement that is based upon an officer or employee of the 
township acting manifestly outside the scope of the officer's or employee's employment or 
official responsibilities, with malicious purpose, in bad faith, or in a wanton or reckless manner;
  
   (3) Any part of the judgment that is for punitive damages;
  
   (4) Any part of a consent judgment or settlement that the attorney general determines is 
unreasonable.
  
  
CHAPTER 519.  TOWNSHIP ZONING
  
ORC Ann. 519.02
  
§ 519.02. Township regulation of land use in unincorporated territory; landscaping and 
architectural standards; modifications to ensure constitutionality of adult entertainment 
establishment regulations
  
  
(A) Except as otherwise provided in this section, in the interest of the public health and safety, 
the board of township trustees may regulate by resolution, in accordance with a comprehensive 
plan, the location, height, bulk, number of stories, and size of buildings and other structures, 
including tents, cabins, and trailer coaches, percentages of lot areas that may be occupied, set 
back building lines, sizes of yards, courts, and other open spaces, the density of population, 
the uses of buildings and other structures, including tents, cabins, and trailer coaches, and the 
uses of land for trade, industry, residence, recreation, or other purposes in the unincorporated 
territory of the township. Except as otherwise provided in this section, in the interest of 
the public convenience, comfort, prosperity, or general welfare, the board by resolution, in 
accordance with a comprehensive plan, may regulate the location of, set back lines for, and 
the uses of buildings and other structures, including tents, cabins, and trailer coaches, and the 
uses of land for trade, industry, residence, recreation, or other purposes in the unincorporated 
territory of the township, and may establish reasonable landscaping standards and architectural 
standards excluding exterior building materials in the unincorporated territory of the township. 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, in the interest of the public convenience, comfort, 
prosperity, or general welfare, the board may regulate by resolution, in accordance with a 
comprehensive plan, for nonresidential property only, the height, bulk, number of stories, and 
size of buildings and other structures, including tents, cabins, and trailer coaches, percentages 
of lot areas that may be occupied, sizes of yards, courts, and other open spaces, and the 
density of population in the unincorporated territory of the township. For all these purposes, 
the board may divide all or any part of the unincorporated territory of the township into districts 
or zones of such number, shape, and area as the board determines. All such regulations shall 
be uniform for each class or kind of building or other structure or use throughout any district or 
zone, but the regulations in one district or zone may differ from those in other districts or zones.
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For any activities permitted and regulated under Chapter 1513. or 1514. of the Revised Code 
and any related processing activities, the board of township trustees may regulate under the 
authority conferred by this section only in the interest of public health or safety.
  
(B) A board of township trustees that pursuant to this chapter regulates adult entertainment 
establishments, as defined in section 2907.39 of the Revised Code, may modify its 
administrative zoning procedures with regard to adult entertainment establishments as 
the board determines necessary to ensure that the procedures comply with all applicable 
constitutional requirements.
 

§ 109.40. Compilation and distribution of obscenity laws
 
The attorney general shall compile all statutes relative to obscenity in a convenient 
pamphlet or paper and may distribute this compilation, without charge, to such sheriffs, 
police chiefs, county prosecutors, city prosecutors, mayors, constables, judges of the 
courts of common pleas, county court judges, municipal judges, and other interested 
parties, as may request such distribution, and make available a reasonable number of such 
compilations to fill such requests.
   The attorney general shall, from time to time, supplement and keep the compilation 
current and he may, upon request, distribute such supplemental material in the manner 
provided in this section.
 

§ 2907.09. Public indecency
● (A)  No person shall recklessly do any of the following, under circumstances in which 

the person's conduct is likely to be viewed by and affront others who are in the 
person's physical proximity and who are not members of the person's household:

(1)  Expose the person's private parts;
(2)  Engage in sexual conduct or masturbation;
(3)  Engage in conduct that to an ordinary observer would appear to be sexual 
conduct or masturbation.

● (B)  No person shall knowingly do any of the following, under circumstances in 
which the person's conduct is likely to be viewed by and affront another person who 
is a minor, who is not the spouse of the offender, and who resides in the person's 
household:

(1)  Engage in masturbation;
(2)  Engage in sexual conduct;
(3)  Engage in conduct that to an ordinary observer would appear to be sexual 
conduct or masturbation;
(4)  Expose the person's private parts with the purpose of personal sexual 
arousal or gratification or to lure the minor into sexual activity.

● (C) 
(1)  Whoever violates this section is guilty of public indecency and shall be 
punished as provided in divisions (C)(2), (3), (4), and (5) of this section.
(2)  Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(2) of this section, a violation 
of division (A)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one violation 
of this section, a violation of division (A)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor 
of the third degree or, if any person who was likely to view and be affronted 
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by the offender's conduct was a minor, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two 
violations of this section, a violation of division (A)(1) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree or, if any person who was likely to view 
and be affronted by the offender's conduct was a minor, a misdemeanor of the 
first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 
to three or more violations of this section, a violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the first degree or, if any person who was likely to 
view and be affronted by the offender's conduct was a minor, a felony of the 
fifth degree.
(3)  Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(3) of this section, a violation 
of division (A)(2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the third degree. 
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one 
violation of this section, a violation of division (A)(2) or (3) of this section is 
a misdemeanor of the second degree or, if any person who was likely to view 
and be affronted by the offender's conduct was a minor, a misdemeanor of the 
first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 
to two or more violations of this section, a violation of division (A)(2) or (3) 
of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree or, if any person who was 
likely to view and be affronted by the offender's conduct was a minor, a felony 
of the fifth degree.
(4)  Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(4) of this section, a violation 
of division (B)(1), (2), or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to 
one violation of this section, a violation of division (B)(1), (2), or (3) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this section, 
a violation of division (B)(1), (2), or (3) of this section is a felony of the fifth 
degree.
(5)  Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(5) of this section, a violation 
of division (B)(4) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any violation of 
this section, a violation of division (B)(4) of this section is a felony of the fifth 
degree.

 

§ 2919.22. Endangering children
● (A)  No person, who is the parent, guardian, custodian, person having custody 

or control, or person in loco parentis of a child under eighteen years of age or a 
mentally or physically handicapped child under twenty-one years of age, shall create 
a substantial risk to the health or safety of the child, by violating a duty of care, 
protection, or support. It is not a violation of a duty of care, protection, or support 
under this division when the parent, guardian, custodian, or person having custody or 
control of a child treats the physical or mental illness or defect of the child by spiritual 
means through prayer alone, in accordance with the tenets of a recognized religious 
body.

● (B)  No person shall do any of the following to a child under eighteen years of age or 
a mentally or physically handicapped child under twenty-one years of age:

(1)  Abuse the child;
(2)  Torture or cruelly abuse the child;
(3)  Administer corporal punishment or other physical disciplinary measure, or 
physically restrain the child in a cruel manner or for a prolonged period, which 
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punishment, discipline, or restraint is excessive under the circumstances and 
creates a substantial risk of serious physical harm to the child;
(4)  Repeatedly administer unwarranted disciplinary measures to the child, 
when there is a substantial risk that such conduct, if continued, will seriously 
impair or retard the child's mental health or development;
(5)  Entice, coerce, permit, encourage, compel, hire, employ, use, or allow 
the child to act, model, or in any other way participate in, or be photographed 
for, the production, presentation, dissemination, or advertisement of any 
material or performance that the offender knows or reasonably should know is 
obscene, is sexually oriented matter, or is nudity-oriented matter;
(6)  Allow the child to be on the same parcel of real property and within one 
hundred feet of, or, in the case of more than one housing unit on the same 
parcel of real property, in the same housing unit and within one hundred feet 
of, any act in violation of section 2925.04 or 2925.041 of the Revised Code 
when the person knows that the act is occurring, whether or not any person is 
prosecuted for or convicted of the violation ofsection 2925.04 or 2925.041 of 
the Revised Code that is the basis of the violation of this division.

● (C) 
(1)  No person shall operate a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley within this 
state in violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code when 
one or more children under eighteen years of age are in the vehicle, streetcar, 
or trackless trolley. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person may 
be convicted at the same trial or proceeding of a violation of this division and a 
violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code that constitutes 
the basis of the charge of the violation of this division. For purposes of sections 
4511.191 to 4511.197 of the Revised Code and all related provisions of law, a 
person arrested for a violation of this division shall be considered to be under 
arrest for operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol, a drug of 
abuse, or a combination of them or for operating a vehicle with a prohibited 
concentration of alcohol, a controlled substance, or a metabolite of a controlled 
substance in the whole blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine.
(2)  As used in division (C)(1) of this section:

(a)  "Controlled substance" has the same meaning as in section 3719.01 
of the Revised Code.
(b)  "Vehicle," "streetcar," and "trackless trolley" have the same 
meanings as in section 4511.01 of the Revised Code.

● (D) 
(1)  Division (B)(5) of this section does not apply to any material or 
performance that is produced, presented, or disseminated for a bona fide 
medical, scientific, educational, religious, governmental, judicial, or other 
proper purpose, by or to a physician, psychologist, sociologist, scientist, 
teacher, person pursuing bona fide studies or research, librarian, member of 
the clergy, prosecutor, judge, or other person having a proper interest in the 
material or performance.
(2)  Mistake of age is not a defense to a charge under division (B)(5) of this 
section.
(3)  In a prosecution under division (B)(5) of this section, the trier of fact 
may infer that an actor, model, or participant in the material or performance 
involved is a juvenile if the material or performance, through its title, text, 
visual representation, or otherwise, represents or depicts the actor, model, or 
participant as a juvenile.
(4)  As used in this division and division (B)(5) of this section:

(a)  "Material," "performance," "obscene," and "sexual activity" have 
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the same meanings as in section 2907.01 of the Revised Code.
(b)  "Nudity-oriented matter" means any material or performance that 
shows a minor in a state of nudity and that, taken as a whole by the 
average person applying contemporary community standards, appeals to 
prurient interest.
(c)  "Sexually oriented matter" means any material or performance that 
shows a minor participating or engaging in sexual activity, masturbation, 
or bestiality.

● (E) 
(1)  Whoever violates this section is guilty of endangering children.
(2)  If the offender violates division (A) or (B)(1) of this section, endangering 
children is one of the following, and, in the circumstances described in division 
(E)(2)(e) of this section, that division applies:

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(2)(b), (c), or (d) of this 
section, a misdemeanor of the first degree;
(b)  If the offender previously has been convicted of an offense 
under this section or of any offense involving neglect, abandonment, 
contributing to the delinquency of, or physical abuse of a child, except 
as otherwise provided in division (E)(2)(c) or (d) of this section, a felony 
of the fourth degree;
(c)  If the violation is a violation of division (A) of this section and 
results in serious physical harm to the child involved, a felony of the 
third degree;
(d)  If the violation is a violation of division (B)(1) of this section and 
results in serious physical harm to the child involved, a felony of the 
second degree.
(e)  If the violation is a felony violation of division (B)(1) of this section 
and the offender also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification as 
described in section 2941.1422 of the Revised Code that was included 
in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information charging the 
offense, the court shall sentence the offender to a mandatory prison 
term as provided in division (B)(7) of section 2929.14 of the Revised 
Code and shall order the offender to make restitution as provided in 
division (B)(8) of section 2929.18 of the Revised Code.

(3)  If the offender violates division (B)(2), (3), (4), or (6) of this section, 
except as otherwise provided in this division, endangering children is a felony 
of the third degree. If the violation results in serious physical harm to the child 
involved, or if the offender previously has been convicted of an offense under 
this section or of any offense involving neglect, abandonment, contributing 
to the delinquency of, or physical abuse of a child, endangering children is a 
felony of the second degree. If the offender violates division (B)(2), (3), or 
(4) of this section and the offender also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a 
specification as described in section 2941.1422 of the Revised Code that was 
included in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information charging 
the offense, the court shall sentence the offender to a mandatory prison term 
as provided in division (B)(7) ofsection 2929.14 of the Revised Code and shall 
order the offender to make restitution as provided in division (B)(8) of section 
2929.18 of the Revised Code. If the offender violates division (B)(6) of this 
section and the drug involved is methamphetamine, the court shall impose a 
mandatory prison term on the offender as follows:

(a)  If the violation is a violation of division (B)(6) of this section that 
is a felony of the third degree under division (E)(3) of this section and 
the drug involved is methamphetamine, except as otherwise provided 
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in this division, the court shall impose as a mandatory prison term one 
of the prison terms prescribed for a felony of the third degree that is 
not less than two years. If the violation is a violation of division (B)
(6) of this section that is a felony of the third degree under division (E)
(3) of this section, if the drug involved is methamphetamine, and if the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation 
of division (B)(6) of this section, a violation of division (A) of section 
2925.04 of the Revised Code, or a violation of division (A) ofsection 
2925.041 of the Revised Code, the court shall impose as a mandatory 
prison term one of the prison terms prescribed for a felony of the third 
degree that is not less than five years.
(b)  If the violation is a violation of division (B)(6) of this section that is 
a felony of the second degree under division (E)(3) of this section and 
the drug involved is methamphetamine, except as otherwise provided 
in this division, the court shall impose as a mandatory prison term one 
of the prison terms prescribed for a felony of the second degree that is 
not less than three years. If the violation is a violation of division (B)(6) 
of this section that is a felony of the second degree under division (E)
(3) of this section, if the drug involved is methamphetamine, and if the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation 
of division (B)(6) of this section, a violation of division (A) of section 
2925.04 of the Revised Code, or a violation of division (A) of section 
2925.041 of the Revised Code, the court shall impose as a mandatory 
prison term one of the prison terms prescribed for a felony of the second 
degree that is not less than five years.

(4)  If the offender violates division (B)(5) of this section, endangering children 
is a felony of the second degree. If the offender also is convicted of or pleads 
guilty to a specification as described in section 2941.1422 of the Revised Code 
that was included in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information 
charging the offense, the court shall sentence the offender to a mandatory 
prison term as provided in division (B)(7) of section 2929.14 of the Revised 
Code and shall order the offender to make restitution as provided in division 
(B)(8) of section 2929.18 of the Revised Code.
(5)  If the offender violates division (C) of this section, the offender shall be 
punished as follows:

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(5)(b) or (c) of this 
section, endangering children in violation of division (C) of this section is 
a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(b)  If the violation results in serious physical harm to the child involved 
or the offender previously has been convicted of an offense under this 
section or any offense involving neglect, abandonment, contributing to 
the delinquency of, or physical abuse of a child, except as otherwise 
provided in division (E)(5)(c) of this section, endangering children in 
violation of division (C) of this section is a felony of the fifth degree.
(c)  If the violation results in serious physical harm to the child involved 
and if the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of 
division (C) of this section, section 2903.06 or 2903.08 of the Revised 
Code, section 2903.07 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to March 
23, 2000, or section 2903.04 of the Revised Code in a case in which the 
offender was subject to the sanctions described in division (D) of that 
section, endangering children in violation of division (C) of this section is 
a felony of the fourth degree.
(d)  In addition to any term of imprisonment, fine, or other sentence, 
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penalty, or sanction it imposes upon the offender pursuant to division 
(E)(5)(a), (b), or (c) of this section or pursuant to any other provision 
of law and in addition to any suspension of the offender's driver's or 
commercial driver's license or permit or nonresident operating privilege 
under Chapter 4506., 4509., 4510., or 4511. of the Revised Code or 
under any other provision of law, the court also may impose upon 
the offender a class seven suspension of the offender's driver's or 
commercial driver's license or permit or nonresident operating privilege 
from the range specified in division (A)(7) of section 4510.02 of the 
Revised Code.
(e)  In addition to any term of imprisonment, fine, or other sentence, 
penalty, or sanction imposed upon the offender pursuant to division (E)
(5)(a), (b), (c), or (d) of this section or pursuant to any other provision 
of law for the violation of division (C) of this section, if as part of the 
same trial or proceeding the offender also is convicted of or pleads 
guilty to a separate charge charging the violation of division (A) of 
section 4511.19 of the Revised Code that was the basis of the charge 
of the violation of division (C) of this section, the offender also shall be 
sentenced in accordance with section 4511.19 of the Revised Code for 
that violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code.

● (F)  (1) (a) A court may require an offender to perform not more than two 
hundred hours of supervised community service work under the authority of an 
agency, subdivision, or charitable organization. The requirement shall be part of 
the community control sanction or sentence of the offender, and the court shall 
impose the community service in accordance with and subject to divisions (F)(1)
(a) and (b) of this section. The court may require an offender whom it requires to 
perform supervised community service work as part of the offender's community 
control sanction or sentence to pay the court a reasonable fee to cover the costs of 
the offender's participation in the work, including, but not limited to, the costs of 
procuring a policy or policies of liability insurance to cover the period during which 
the offender will perform the work. If the court requires the offender to perform 
supervised community service work as part of the offender's community control 
sanction or sentence, the court shall do so in accordance with the following limitations 
and criteria:

(i)  The court shall require that the community service work be performed after 
completion of the term of imprisonment or jail term imposed upon the offender 
for the violation of division (C) of this section, if applicable.
(ii)  The supervised community service work shall be subject to the limitations 
set forth in divisions (B)(1), (2), and (3) of section 2951.02 of the Revised 
Code.
(iii)  The community service work shall be supervised in the manner described 
in division (B)(4) of section 2951.02 of the Revised Code by an official or 
person with the qualifications described in that division. The official or person 
periodically shall report in writing to the court concerning the conduct of the 
offender in performing the work.
(iv)  The court shall inform the offender in writing that if the offender does not 
adequately perform, as determined by the court, all of the required community 
service work, the court may order that the offender be committed to a jail or 
workhouse for a period of time that does not exceed the term of imprisonment 
that the court could have imposed upon the offender for the violation of 
division (C) of this section, reduced by the total amount of time that the 
offender actually was imprisoned under the sentence or term that was imposed 
upon the offender for that violation and by the total amount of time that the 
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offender was confined for any reason arising out of the offense for which the 
offender was convicted and sentenced as described in sections 2949.08 and 
2967.191 of the Revised Code, and that, if the court orders that the offender 
be so committed, the court is authorized, but not required, to grant the 
offender credit upon the period of the commitment for the community service 
work that the offender adequately performed.

(b)  If a court, pursuant to division (F)(1)(a) of this section, orders an 
offender to perform community service work as part of the offender's 
community control sanction or sentence and if the offender does not 
adequately perform all of the required community service work, as 
determined by the court, the court may order that the offender be 
committed to a jail or workhouse for a period of time that does not 
exceed the term of imprisonment that the court could have imposed 
upon the offender for the violation of division (C) of this section, reduced 
by the total amount of time that the offender actually was imprisoned 
under the sentence or term that was imposed upon the offender for that 
violation and by the total amount of time that the offender was confined 
for any reason arising out of the offense for which the offender was 
convicted and sentenced as described in sections 2949.08 and 2967.191 
of the Revised Code. The court may order that a person committed 
pursuant to this division shall receive hour-for-hour credit upon the 
period of the commitment for the community service work that the 
offender adequately performed. No commitment pursuant to this division 
shall exceed the period of the term of imprisonment that the sentencing 
court could have imposed upon the offender for the violation of division 
(C) of this section, reduced by the total amount of time that the offender 
actually was imprisoned under that sentence or term and by the total 
amount of time that the offender was confined for any reason arising out 
of the offense for which the offender was convicted and sentenced as 
described in sections 2949.08 and 2967.191 of the Revised Code.

● (2)  Division (F)(1) of this section does not limit or affect the 
authority of the court to suspend the sentence imposed upon a 
misdemeanor offender and place the offender under a community 
control sanction pursuant to section 2929.25 of the Revised 
Code, to require a misdemeanor or felony offender to perform 
supervised community service work in accordance with division 
(B) of section 2951.02 of the Revised Code, or to place a felony 
offender under a community control sanction.

● (G) 
(1)  If a court suspends an offender's driver's or commercial driver's license 
or permit or nonresident operating privilege under division (E)(5)(d) of this 
section, the period of the suspension shall be consecutive to, and commence 
after, the period of suspension of the offender's driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit or nonresident operating privilege that is imposed under 
Chapter 4506., 4509., 4510., or 4511. of the Revised Code or under any other 
provision of law in relation to the violation of division (C) of this section that 
is the basis of the suspension under division (E)(5)(d) of this section or in 
relation to the violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code 
that is the basis for that violation of division (C) of this section.
(2)  An offender is not entitled to request, and the court shall not grant to the 
offender, limited driving privileges if the offender's license, permit, or privilege 
has been suspended under division (E)(5)(d) of this section and the offender, 
within the preceding six years, has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three 
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or more violations of one or more of the following:
(a)  Division (C) of this section;
(b)  Any equivalent offense, as defined in section 4511.181 of the 
Revised Code.

● (H) 
(1)  If a person violates division (C) of this section and if, at the time of the 
violation, there were two or more children under eighteen years of age in the 
motor vehicle involved in the violation, the offender may be convicted of a 
violation of division (C) of this section for each of the children, but the court 
may sentence the offender for only one of the violations.
(2)  (a) If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of division (C) 
of this section but the person is not also convicted of and does not also plead 
guilty to a separate charge charging the violation of division (A) of section 
4511.19 of the Revised Code that was the basis of the charge of the violation 
of division (C) of this section, both of the following apply:

(i)  For purposes of the provisions of section 4511.19 of the Revised 
Code that set forth the penalties and sanctions for a violation of division 
(A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code, the conviction of or plea of 
guilty to the violation of division (C) of this section shall not constitute a 
violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code;
(ii)  For purposes of any provision of law that refers to a conviction of 
or plea of guilty to a violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the 
Revised Code and that is not described in division (H)(2)(a)(i) of this 
section, the conviction of or plea of guilty to the violation of division 
(C) of this section shall constitute a conviction of or plea of guilty to a 
violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code.

● (b)  If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of 
division (C) of this section and the person also is convicted of 
or pleads guilty to a separate charge charging the violation of 
division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code that was the 
basis of the charge of the violation of division (C) of this section, 
the conviction of or plea of guilty to the violation of division (C) of 
this section shall not constitute, for purposes of any provision of 
law that refers to a conviction of or plea of guilty to a violation of 
division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code, a conviction 
of or plea of guilty to a violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 
of the Revised Code.

● (I)  As used in this section:
(1)  "Community control sanction" has the same meaning as in section 
2929.01 of the Revised Code;
(2)  "Limited driving privileges" has the same meaning as in section 4501.01 of 
the Revised Code;
(3)  "Methamphetamine" has the same meaning as in section 2925.01 of the 
Revised Code.

 
 
 
 
FILTERING LAWS:

§ 3314.21. E-school teachers; filtering device or software to prevent access to 
materials that are obscene or harmful to juveniles
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● (A)  As used in this section:
(1)  "Harmful to juveniles" has the same meaning as in section 2907.01 of the 
Revised Code.
(2)  "Obscene" has the same meaning as in division (F) of section 2907.01 of 
the Revised Code as that division has been construed by the supreme court of 
this state.
(3)  "Teacher of record" means a teacher who is responsible for the overall 
academic development and achievement of a student and not merely the 
student's instruction in any single subject.

● (B) 
(1)  It is the intent of the general assembly that teachers employed by 
internet- or computer-based community schools conduct visits with their 
students in person throughout the school year.
(2)  Each internet- or computer-based community school shall retain an 
affiliation with at least one full-time teacher of record licensed in accordance 
with division (A)(10) ofsection 3314.03 of the Revised Code.
(3)  Each student enrolled in an internet- or computer-based community 
school shall be assigned to at least one teacher of record. No teacher of 
record shall be primarily responsible for the academic development and 
achievement of more than one hundred twenty-five students enrolled in 
the internet- or computer-based community school that has retained that 
teacher.

● (C)  For any internet- or computer-based community school, the contract between 
the sponsor and the governing authority of the school described in section 3314.03 
of the Revised Code shall specify each of the following:

(1)  A requirement that the school use a filtering device or install filtering 
software that protects against internet access to materials that are obscene 
or harmful to juveniles on each computer provided to students for instructional 
use. The school shall provide such device or software at no cost to any 
student who works primarily from the student's residence on a computer 
obtained from a source other than the school.
(2)  A plan for fulfilling the intent of the general assembly specified in division 
(B)(1) of this section. The plan shall indicate the number of times teachers will 
visit each student throughout the school year and the manner in which those 
visits will be conducted.
(3)  That the school will set up a central base of operation and the sponsor 
will maintain a representative within fifty miles of that base of operation to 
provide monitoring and assistance.

 

§ 3375.64. Public library information network established
● (A)  There is hereby established the Ohio public library information network, as an 

independent agency within the state library of Ohio, for the purpose of ensuring 
equity of access to electronic information for all residents of this state, subject to 
the restrictions described in division (C) of this section on access to materials or 
performances that may beobscene or harmful to juveniles. The network shall be 
governed by the board of trustees created under section 3375.65 of the Revised 
Code.

● (B) 
(1)  Except as provided in division (B) (2) of this section, any board of library 
trustees appointed under section 1713.28, 3375.06, 3375.10, 3375.12, 
3375.15, 3375.22,3375.30, or 3375.90 of the Revised Code may participate in 
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the network by providing notice in writing to the network board of trustees.
(2)  A board of library trustees participating in the network authorized under 
Section 323.10 of H.B. 119 of the 127th general assembly is a participant in 
the network established by division (A) of this section unless its participation is 
otherwise terminated.

● (C)  A library board of trustees participating in the network established under division 
(A) of this section shall comply with any policies the network board of trustees may 
adopt. The network board shall adopt a policy that requires each participant to 
establish and enforce procedures designed to keep juveniles who use the participant's 
services from having access to materials or performances that may be obscene or 
harmful to juveniles and to keep persons who are not juveniles and who use the 
participant's services from having access to materials or performances that may 
be obscene. If a participant does not establish and enforce such procedures, the 
network board shall terminate the participant's participation in the network. As used 
in this division, "juveniles," "materials," "performances," "obscene," and "harmful to 
juveniles" have the same meanings as in section 2907.01 of the Revised Code.
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