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Pornography, Image-based Sexual Abuse, and Sexually Explicit Content on Etsy 

 

Cover Page: National Center on Sexual Exploitation’s Policy on Sharing Proof 

WARNING: The material in this document may contain graphic text, blurred images, and survivor 

quotes that may trigger the viewer.  

 

Why do we post proof in the first place? 

NCOSE researchers have collected this proof as evidence of the material that is made, contained, and/or 

distributed by the corporations and institutions NCOSE is confronting.  

Proof is shared with corporate executives, shareholders, and/or board members, as well as with 

policymakers, law enforcement, journalists, and the general public to give witness to the sexual 

exploitation and abuse that is often rampant, yet sometimes hidden, on these platforms. 

 

Why do you blur out images, including faces, if they’re publicly available? 

While we believe it is important to provide ample evidence of wrong-doing to support our claims and 

inspire change, we also strongly believe that no one – neither adult, nor child – should be exposed to 

the type of material our researchers collect: either for their own well-being, or out of respect for those 

being exploited. It is for this reason we pixelate/blur/block not only nudity or sexually graphic content, 

but also the faces of those being exploited.  

We also want to limit access to this material (unfortunately, a luxury not afforded to children and adults 

using many of the platforms and products made by these companies). Therefore, we add several layers 

before someone can access the proof, and also don’t include all the proof that we have obtained. If 

someone feels they need to see more evidence to understand the extent of the problem or the type of 

exploitation that is happening, they may request it of NCOSE by writing to public@ncose.com. 

 

Did you receive people’s permission to post? 

Any personal testimony shared to NCOSE directly is posted only with the affected parties approval.  

For material that is publicly available, we do not seek permission to post. However, we redact names 

and usernames of survivors from articles, social media, etc. even when publicly available. To read more 

about our commitment to ethical engagement with survivors, please go here. We do not redact names 

or usernames of exploiters who have posted publicly. 

Disclaimer: while we do collect information on those who request access to more proofs, that 

information will only be used for our own, internal analysis. It will not be distributed, shared, or posted 

publicly or with outside parties. 

mailto:public@ncose.com
https://endsexualexploitation.org/walking-alongside-survivors/
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Despite pornography being prohibited in Etsy’s policies, pornography and other sexually explicit 

content is easily found on Etsy – including actual pornography being sold, in images used to advertise 

products, and even in customer reviews section. Some of the products for sale even include a form of 

image-based sexual abuse: deepfake pornography using real women’s faces and imposing them on 

naked, sexualized bodies.  Many Etsy users speak of unsolicited exposure to pornography (see 

testimonies ) – naming it as a type of sexual harassment.  

NCOSE researchers were able to find pornography, including full frontal male nudity and full female 

nudity, with very little effort. and we were able to find pornographic content ourselves, as sampled 

below:  

Image-based sexual abuse: deepfake pornography 

NCOSE blurs the faces of those in pornography and sexually explicit images in order to not perpetuate 

their exploitation and further harm them. 

 

 

https://www.etsy.com/ca/legal/prohibited/?ref=list#Q7
https://ncose.egnyte.com/dl/3OISil3jnR
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Nudity used to sell “sex toys” and other products 
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Pornography products: 

 

 

 

 

 

Oral sex covered 

by NCOSE 



Compiled by the National Center on Sexual Exploitation: www.endsexualexploitation.org. 

 
 

 

 

 



Compiled by the National Center on Sexual Exploitation: www.endsexualexploitation.org. 

 
 

 

 

Etsy’s Pornography Policies (see next page) 
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Unwanted exposure to sexually explicit/suggestive content 

Etsy has policies on how to properly list “mature content”, which includes any sexually explicit products 

(ex. products used in sexual activity and/or which depict sex organs) or sexually suggestive products. 

These policies are intended to ensure that individuals who do not wish to see this content are not 

exposed to it. However, this is not what happens.   
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As shown in the screenshot above, Etsy recommends that users type “-mature” at the end of their 

search if they don’t want to see mature content. Below are some examples of what was displayed on 

the first page of results when we searched innocuous terms with “-mature”. In some cases, 

inappropriate content ONLY showed up when we added “-mature”, which means that Etsy’s suggested 

method for protecting users from this content is actually making it worse for the users.  
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Search term: “Daddy -mature” (Jan 2022). Note that when we searched simply “Daddy”, there were NO 

inappropriate results on the first page.  
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The above photo implies the concept of a “sugar daddy”: a wealthy older man who pays young women 

for a pseudo-relationship that is really just prostitution.  

 

Search term: “Daddy’s little girl -mature” (Jan 2022). These results were similar for when we searched 

simply “Daddy’s little girl”  
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